ISSN 2229-7537

THE PRISM

A Peer-Reviewed Jovrsmal

Vol. 14 October, 2022

Annual Bilingual Journal

of

Mahatma Gandhi College

Lalpur, Purulia, West Bengal



THE PRISM

A Peer-Reviewed Journal



THE PRISM

ISSN 2229-7537

A Peer-Reviewed Journal

Volume 14 October, 2022

Annual Bilingual (English & Bengali) Journal
of

Mahatma Gandhi College

Lalpur, Purulia



THE PRISM
Vol. 14, October, 2022

Journal of Mahatma Gandhi College
Lalpur, Daldali, Purulia- 723 130
West Bengal, India

Contact : + 91 94342 46198

E-mail : prismmgc@gmail.com

Editors

Sri Thakurdas Mahato Assistant Professor in Bengali
Smt. Soma Lohar Assistant Professor in English

Dr. Abhijit Ghosh Assistant Professor in Economics
Dr. Apurba Gorai Assistant Professor in Sanskrit

Dr. Kalyan Senapati Assistant Professor in Chemistry

Cover Design : Prof. Rahul Chakrabarti
Date of Publication : 2nd October 2022

Publisher : Teachers' Council

Mahatma Gandhi College, Lalpur, Purulia
Printed at : Kabitika, Midnapore. Mob : +91 98321 30048

Price: 250.00 $12



Editorial

On the eve of publication of the 14th volume of our "The Prism' the editorial
board seeks the opportunity to thank all concerned, especially our peer
Reviewers for the onus they have born in reviewing the articles. We also

thank all our contributors for the faith they have kept in us.

Like all previous volumes this one too is characterized by such heteroge-
neity as it could be regarded to have patronized wide variety of disciplines
and approaches. Our editorial board is working on how the approaches, in
spite of us encouraging the existance of many disciplines, could be
considerablly homogenized. We think it will be a good idea if we could
publish different volumes of 'The Prism' for different streams. But prior to
undertaking such a venture the Editorial Board needs to procure permis-
sion from the National science library to avoid any legal complication that

may crop up afterwards.

We are sincerely planning to start alongside an electronic version of 'The
Prism' with a numbers of segment in order to reach a bigger audience. Now
soft copy of 'The Prism' is available in our college website. As members of
the Editorial Board of 'The Prism' we are looking out for suggestions from
our readers. For any type of correspondence readers are requested to use

our email id.

We find it to be the right occasion to thank the college authority for its
persistent support towards the college Journal. We hope that we shall
continue to have this patronage in future.

Thank you all
Members of Editorial Board

2nd October, 2022
Mahatma Gandhi College, Purulia
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Covid-19 and migrant Worker
Challenges in India

Tapan Kr. Mahata

Abstract
With the unexpected onset of COVID-19 while the world was trying to

safeguard and address the socio-economic impact of the pandemic, India
was struggling with another unfortunate issue of reverse migration. In
Indian, ninety per cent of the workers are employed in the unorganised
sector. The outbreak of COVID-19 forced migrant workers to shift from
urban areas to their native places. With the declaration of the lockdown,
millions of these workers were left unemployed and with no savings. This
article is an attempt to analyse the reverse migration issue that occurred
because of COVID crisis and its impact on migrant labourers that also led
to the loss of livelihood of these migrants. The article also emphasizes
India’s response to COVID-19, how did India respond to the situation
prior to lockdown, and how did Central and State Government respond to

challenges faced by the migrant labourers.

Keywords: who, migration, COVID-19, migrant workers, india, lockdown,

livelihood , Central and State Government
Introduction

The WHO proclaimed the COVID-19 disease a public health emergency of
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global outrage, just after a week declaring that the COVID-19 outbreak is
still not a critical situation of global public concern, and that the “lack of
evidence” indicates no spread of virus among humans outside of China .
With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the global economy was ravaged
and, primarily, poor and developing countries were among the worst
impacted. Due to COVID crisis, the scenario has been precarious among
developing nations, especially in India. In India, every year a considerable
number of people migrate to big cities in various states to seek employment
opportunities with an eye towards earning bread and butter for their families.
However, the most regretful event that occurred during the COVID-19
lockdown was that this crisis triggered unfortunate reverse migration in
India. During the COVID19 pandemic lockdown, migrant workers had to
suffer from several issues and hardship. Due to non-functioning of
economic activities, because of announcement of lockdown on March,
24th 2020, by Prime Minister himself, led around 40 million worker going
jobless . Majority of these workers belongs to Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Orissa. These
migrant workers had to suffer from difficulties like, food, transport, shelter,
and societal stigma. Majority of these migrant workers are involved in
construction work and MSME sector, and are daily wage earners. Workers
involved in these sectors are not provided with appropriate shelter, fooding
and healthcare services. Most of these workers depends on the daily
wages earned through these activities and have no savings left for future
use. Thus, these workers are left with no choice, but to suffer from the
hardship.

India’s initial response to COVID-19 before the lockdown

Before the COVID-19 crisis took extremely critical form in India, the
coronavirus cases spreaded more because of the foreign links rather than
the transference with in the country. In India, the very first COVID positive
cases were reported on 30th January, 2020, from three students, residents
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of Kerala state, pursuing their studies from Wuhan, China . India conducted
its first airlift from China on 31st January, and as these citizens returned
from China, two more new COVID positive cases were found in Alappuzha
and Kasaragod district of Kerala, therefore, Kerala Government, on 3rd
February, proclaimed COVID-19 as a ‘state calamity’. On 4th February,
India revoked the existing visas for all people from foreign who made their
visit to China in the last two weeks . Furthermore, two more cases were
registered within just a month, on 3rd March, where one patient had travelled
to Italy whilst the other had visited Dubai from Hyderabad. Also, on the
same day, a couple of other cases were found in Jaipur . And, on the very
same day, for the first time PM Modi posted on a social media site regarding
COVID-19, stating, “there is no need to panic” as “ministries and states
are working together” to screen people |. Howbeit, this turned out to be
wrong, since the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare reported 28 new
COVID cases just the next day, many of them had a history of recently
travelling out of the country . It was March 12, 2020, when India announced
its first death due to COVID-19, when a man of age seventy-six from
Kalburgi city of Karnataka became the country’s very first victim of the
novel coronavirus .Furthermore, on this very same day, India restricted
foreigners from entering India for one month, and from 13th March to 15th
April suspended all visas for travelling to India . A fourteen hour lockdown,
‘Janata Curfew’, was also declared in India, after fifty days when the virus
was reported for the first time in India . The first phase of twenty-one days’
lockdown began in India on 24th March, which was imposed till 14th April,
later it was extended till 17th May;, in different phases.

COVID-19 and the Reverse Migration

As the lockdown declaration news escalated, panicked migrant workers
started to arrive at bus stations, railway stations and at highways in huge
numbers, trying to reach their native places somehow. The lockdown as a
measure to combat COVID-19, when the world was coming to a standstill,
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there was almost negligible employment opportunity, imminent fear of
unknown financial crisis, and the thousands of underprivileged people,
labourers, workers, decided to march back to their homelands, and native
places. Though, the purpose of implementing the lockdown was to initiate
the ‘social distancing’ practice in order to avoid the spread of the virus.
But these individuals, especially migrant workers and labourers, had no
other viable option to fulfil those guidelines with their daily wages and
employment.Thousands of workers quit sectors such as retail,
manufacturing, textiles, tourism and leather after the lockdown was
announced. On 26 March, Surendra Pandey decided to walk 110 kilometres
to his home. When the plywood factory was shut down in Lucknow, since
there was no transport available . Till this time, India had 600 confirmed
COVID positive cases and the death toll was 13 . The most traumatising
incident that occurred during this period was the death of sixteen migrant
workers, who were trampled to death by a cargo train near Aurangabad in
Mabharashtra, when they fell asleep after getting tired by walking for miles
besides a railway track. In north central India, a telephonic survey of more
than 3000 migrant workers conducted by shows that many of these workers
were daily wage earners and during the time of lockdown 42 percent were
left with no ration, one third were trapped in cities without access to food,
water and money, also, 94 percent did not have the their identification
card. The absence of transport services during the lockdown led migrant
workers and their families, including children, pregnant women and the
elderly, march thousands of miles barefoot with no access to food and
money to depart to their homeland, and many of these workers were left
helpless, and had face starvation and misery, and few of the workers even
died before they could arrive at their place of destination . In addition,
these migrants were too vulnerable in getting exposed to COVID-19, and
could have been the source of spread of the diseases in their destination

place, eventually some became also. The degree of this reverse migration
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was such that the crisis did not balance even the best of the Government

of India’s efforts.
Impact of COVID-19 lockdown on Migrant Workers

As per the report by World Bank, many as 40 million domestic migrants
were impacted by COVID-19 and about 50,00060,000 people relocated from
urban to rural areas in a short span of time . The incident of COVID-19 led
to second largest migration in history of India, after the Partition in 1947,
where around 14 million individuals were dislocated and migrated to India
and Pakistan respectively. The acute threats posed for these migrant
workers were food, shelter, no income, risk of being infected and anxiety.
As a consequence, thousands of the migrant workers started to move
from various cities to their native places. Many migrant workers had to
lose their lives either because of road suffering, hunger, accidents or
comorbidity, and some even committed suicide . Because of this indignation
of the migrant workers, Public Policy scholars defined the lockdown as
‘the choice between virus and starvation’. As the lockdown phase
continued to extend, migrant workers choose to depart from their places of
work to their homes, most to rural areas, since in urban areas, they did not
possess the sufficient economic means to sustain and self-isolate
themselves. Initially, the Central government to deterred migrant workers
from returning to their homes, because it was believed that they might
bring the infectious coronavirus to their native places, contributing more
to the spread of COVID-19. Thus, these workers were not permitted to
leave. However, when enquired by the Supreme Court, Government of
India told the Apex Court that one-third of migrant workers could be
infected, hence, Supreme Court directed the Union Government to make
sure there is provision of food, water and shelter for these migrant workers
. Under extremely severe circumstances, when few of the migrants somehow
managed to walk for hundreds of kilometres, they were held under isolation
within their homes or were kept in quarantine centres in horrendous
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conditions. Dashrath Yadav, a migrant worker who had decided to walk
from Ahmedabad to his village Banswara in Rajasthan, had to go through
continued suspicion from neighbours, in spite of testing negative for
COVID-19. Furthermore, the condition of these centres was so dirty and
deplorable, with unhygienic rooms and toilets that few people actually ran
away from these quarantine centres. In Latehar, a town in Jharkhand,
around 100 migrants flew from the quarantine centre to avoid the unhygienic
facilities provided. Few migrants, who belonged to under-privileged
communities, had to also face the insanitary discrimination. A migrant who
returned to his home to a village in Bihar, were not permitted to access
their own food stores and have water from the common hand pump and

were forced to depend on water used by cattle.

COVID-19, Migration and the loss of Livelihood Migration is a practice
of livelihood pursued by millions of individuals in India. Most of the
employment and work migration is geared towards urban centres. Around
half of the urban populace consists of migrants and among them one-
quarter belongs to inter-state migrants. As per the indications from 2011
Census, Migrants coming from rural areas are mainly situated in around
fifty-three million urban agglomerations. Migrant workers are the key
element, which constitute the foundation of Indian economy. Reverse
migration happens when there are no livelihood and work choices for
workers and there are hopes of economic progress in the place of origin. In
certain situations, they work and remain in urban areas for a longer duration
of time, whereas in other situations, the livelihood strategy adopted by
the rural poor is temporary migration. The sudden increased occurrence of
COVID-19 caused a deprivation of livelihood for all those workers who
worked on temporary contracts, or with no contracts. A similar condition
was also seen in other industries, like, manufacturing and non-
manufacturing, mainly because of declining demand. This led to the decline
of the labor market and also generated obstacles for employment. Moreover,
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this also made an impact on wages, and late increments. In urban areas, a
male casual labour earns between Rs. 314 to Rs. 335 and around Rs. 186 to
Rs. 201 for females, by engaging themselves in other works apart from
public works. A significant number of migrants and informal sector workers
lived only on minimal wages. Also, it has significantly impacted their food
and dietary consumption, access to health care, and their children’s
education. As per the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy report, India’s
sudden declaration of the lockdown steered a hike of unemployment rate
of 26 per cent from 21 per cent during April, and continuous fall in labour
participation . Trade union report indicates, approximately 60,000—70,000
individuals, primarily pursuing domestic service and construction work,
moved from Gujarat to their home state, Rajasthan, following the days
after the lockdown was announced (Sharma & Khanna, 2020) [38]. Decline
in the rate of employment forced several migrant workers to starvation,
which also sparked protests in various states. In Gujarat, around 2,500
workers came to the streets of Surat city to demand wages, food and
seeking permission to go back to their home states. In addition, a shelter
home in Delhi was allegedly set on fire by the migrant workers after having
a fight with the staff over food. These migrant workers were severely
affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and ensuing lockdown, which led

to their further destitution primarily because of the loss of livelihood.
Response of the Central and State Governments

The dissemination of COVID-19 and the following nationwide lockdown
to manage and prevent its further proliferation caused chaos in the lives of
millions of people who were mainly active in the informal sector. On 26
March 2020, the Government of India announced a Rs. 1.70-lakhcrore
package under the Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana, in order to
reduce the impact of the lockdown on vulnerable groups . The scheme
covered various vulnerable groups, like, economically weaker sections of
health workers, MGNREGA workers, farmers, especially senior citizens,
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women, and unorganised sector workers, Ujjwala beneficiaries and Jan
Dhan account holders. For the duration of next three months, the programme
included the provision of an auxiliary 5 kilograms of rice or wheat and 1
kilogran of chosen pulses per month for the eighty-crore beneficiaries.
The Central Government also directed State governments to utilise the
Rs.52000 crores Building and Construction Workers Welfare Fund through
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for the provision of aid to construction
workers . Later, the RBI also entered with a dramatic interest rate cut along
with a series of unconventional initiatives to grant to besieged firms . It
has, however, been argued that all these disbursements were part of regular
welfare contributions to eligible groups by central and state governments
and therefore do not resolve new catastrophic losses, such as jobs, leading
to ongoing survival crises faced by helpless and out-of-work informal
migrant workers . These transfers were less than 0.8 percent of GDP and
just 5.6 percent of the expected financial expenditure of the central
government for 2020-21. Cash transfers to Jan-Dhan accounts amount to
less than ‘17 (USD 0.22) per household and ‘4 (USD 0.05) per person per
day. In addition to the different welfare policies initiated during the
lockdown, the government also introduced an employment and rural public
works scheme named Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan (GKRA) for returning
migrants. This emphasized on 125 days’ drive distributed across 116
districts in six states managed to use fifty-sic per cent of the total amount
allotted. The government’s failure to invest the set amount allocated to
boost rural India’s livelihood opportunities and building a sustainable
infrastructure is certainly a matter of concern, particularly with hardly
more than a month left for the program to finish.

Observing the seriousness of the circumstances, various states, such
as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Rajasthan, and Karnataka, also made
arrangement of special buses to send the migrants and their families back
to their respective places. This huge migration resulted in a crisis state
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bus stops, train stations, and on national highways, causing
misunderstandings between different States. States were approved to use
fund in the State Disaster Relief Fund (SDRF) to grant vulnerable people
with food, shelter and healthcare treatment, along with migrant workers,
stuck because of lockdown and lodged in relief camps and other areas ;
Press Trust of India, 2020). However, the lack of appropriate guideline to
implement the governments’ plans proffered various obstacles for State
governments, like, the insufficient time to get prepared for the
implementation of those guidelines, therefore various states came up with
their own strategies, and took necessary measures to safeguard these
workers. Various states like Kerala, Delhi, Odisha, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka made provision of free foodstuff or ration bags
including the distribution of food grain kits . Some states also involved
various NGOs and Jail mates to support this attempt. NGOs assisted in
crowdfunding in order to help feed people in need and availed them meal
and hygienic kits. In Kerala, Centre for Migration and Inclusive
Development introduced a mobile testing unit named “Bandhu” to serve
the purpose of screening the migrant labourers and to provide them

essential medical services .
Recommendations

The lockdown decisions in India had a significant impact on informal
workers, causing several of them to migrate back to rural areas. With the
unexpected lockdown and suspension of economic activities, the vital
relation of migrants to their ‘labor’ was unexpectedly delinked, and their
sole ownership of any ‘exchange- entitlement’ in the form of ‘physical
labor’ collapsed. This takes us to the insecurity of the lives and conditions
of migrant workers. Noticing the size and transmission of the disease, it is
suggested that in such situations immediate steps that should be taken,
first, migrant should be availed food and other basic amenities at camps

by ensuring the provision of better sanitation and hygiene to each one of
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them. Secondly, provision of basic and preventive health kits, like, mask,
sanitizers, and gloves. Third, ensuring the practice of social distancing
among migrants in order to prevent the transmission of the infection.
Lastly, migrants who were suffering from anxiety, stress and depression
should be provided counselling and psychological support.

Emergency relief and compensation should be granted to migrants
for the challenges they faced, on the basis of the estimation of minimum
floor level wages, as a direct cash transfer for the duration of at least 3-6
months. In-kind transfer under the Public Distribution System (PDS) should
be universalized in order to deal with food insecurity. Doorstep delivery
could accelerate the provision of kind and cash transfers such as oldage
pensions and maternity benefits where employees and dependents do not
have access to bank accounts.

Most of quarantine centres in different states were found to be filthy
and unhygienic. However, the government claimed that it is complying
with WHO rules, but that was not the case in many of the quarantine
centres. For instance, it was found in some quarantine centres that there
was no soap, filthy sink, common bucket to bath, dirty sheets and crammed
beds . In addition, there was several cases of people fleeing from these
quarantine centres because of the unhygienic centres and improper
behaviour of the staff. Also, because of these issues many people did not
go for testing and were resistant to go to quarantine centres. Therefore, in
order to keep the people not to get scared of the quarantine centres and to
voluntarily come, it is important to maintain the cleanliness and hygiene of
these centres, should be routinely sanitized, and guide the staff to
coordinate with people appropriately and once it is achieved, there is a

need to remove the stigma about these centres among people.

An initiative of health insurance program for the migrant workers at
the destination, in particular during any disease or pandemic, could be
beneficial for both the state government and the migrants.
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In Kerala, for example, a health insurance program called the ‘Awaz
Health Insurance Scheme’, aims to benefit the migrant workers and also to
offer migrants with valid documentation, was helpful.

It also allows the government to Maintains records of migrants and
migrant workers also receives the benefits of the health insurance.

Lack of identity proof is yet another constraint among lower class
section that leads them to denial of various social security schemes by the
government. And this also happened during lockdown, various migrants
did not have identity cards, and therefore many of these workers did not the
benefit of schemes provided by the government. Therefore, it is suggested
government should ensure there is provision of identity cards for all,

especially, for the lower class and the marginalised sections of the society.

In addition, the present data on migration is very old and sometimes
not available on time either. Therefore, there is also an urgent need to
reinforce the database on migration, through Census, National Sample
Survey (NSS) and NFHS and Migration Surveys. The efficacious inclusion
of migrants in the official statistics and access would help to formulate
comprehensive and inclusive policies and programmes in the country,
since migration has affected households in almost every aspect of both

rural and urban areas.

It is important to understand that it is not possible to neglect the
migrant labourers, as an important stakeholder in development, for a long
time. At this point of time, it is extremely important to integrate migrant
workers with development. The government should take a serious look at
the UNESCO-UNICEF guidelines and also on the Working Group on
Migration to adopt them as soon as possible.

As Amitabh Kundu, from the Research and Information System for
Developing Countries, suggests, in India, there are approximately sixty-
five million inter-state migrant workers . In order to protect the rights of
these migrant labourers, a robust legal framework is required, while offering
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them with the choice to migrate for a livelihood opportunity that guarantees
a modest living. Nevertheless, individuals should not be compelled to
relocate from rural areas to seek employment that are often vulnerable and
insecure, when staying in inhospitable environments. One such solution
is developing rural infrastructure and thus livelihoods, by long-term

planning instead of vague planning.
Conclusion

Because of the unexpected lockdown, migrants experienced starvation,
lack of income and uncertainty of employment. In the past, floods, famines,
epidemics, droughts, and regional tension have led to exoduses from rural
areas. Basically, at present what is changed now is the rise of this novel
phenomenon of the exodus of migrants from their place of work. Migrant
workers struggle from the double burden, of being poor and being a
migrant. Due to the lack of identification and residential proof, most services
planned for the poor do not reach them. The failure of fulfilling migrants’
social, economic, and political rights is indeed a significant concern,
however, they are qualified citizens but their substantive rights to
citizenship are not met. Relevant policies and schemes for migrants have
hardly been initiated by urban development and planning in India, since
they have not been considered part of the urban population. In India, one
of the biggest fault in addressing urban sustainability and pursuing the
aims of sustainable development, is the failure to address migrant workers
as a stakeholder in urban growth. For the first time, the COVID19 crisis
has taken ‘invisible’ migrants and the migration phenomenon to the centre
stage of social security policy concerns. The aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic lockdown, the catastrophe of migrant workers intensified the

need to consolidate the social policy measures of the past decades.
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Impact of covid19 on fundamental rights
of Indian constitution

(Special Reference of article 21)

Purnima Mahato

Abstract :
The outbreak of COVIDI19 has affected all segments of the population.

The constitution in his Part III guaranteed fundamental rights with article
21 of the Indian Constitution. It provides that, ““No person shall be deprived
ofhis life or personal liberty except according to the procedure established
by the law.” In 1992, the Supreme Court declared that the Indians at all
levels shall be given this new ‘Right to education’. This new right has
been held to be a part of the Fundamental Right to life under Article 21 of
the Constitution by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002. Due
to this pandemic, our right to life and liberty has effected a lot, for example
right to privacy, Right to livelihood, and right to education. During
Lockdown students are unable to attend their school and colleges. They
did not get quality of education. Online classes are going on but it could
not run effectively in the remotest area or village. With the inception of the
lockdown public discourse was shaped three major rights. These were the
right to life, the right to health, and the right to food. During this pandemic

our government has assured food for all & right to health to all individuals.
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Despite these effort limited healthcare facilities and interruption in regular
immunizations in hospitals leading to anxiety and fear among the
population. Inadequate infrastructures, leading to illequipped healthcare
employees who are fighting endlessly to treat patients and protect
themselves from infection at the same time are all quite visible that their
right to life and liberty are in danger. These days our right life and liberty
have badly affected by COVID 19. It is the duty of the government to take
major steps towards protection of this right. we cannot enjoy other rights
without article 21.

Keywords: health, education, government, food, privacy

1. Introduction

The global corona virus has radically impact on the people of India. Corona
virus disease is a very infectious disease. It is characterized as a pandemic
by the WHO which attack society at their core. It is originated from Wuhan
city of china on 31st December 2019. In India, the first case came on 30th
January 2020 in Kerala. It has affected millions of people around the globe.
As we know every event has a cause like this COVID19 is caused by
SARS-COV2 is of unprecedented global public health concern severe
acute respiratory syndrome. 11 February 2020 WHO announced a name
for the new corona virus disease COVID19 ON March 11, 2020, WHO
declared COVID19 a pandemic. It is global but its effect is local in the era

of globalization India has also come in the influence of COVID19.

The outbreak of COVID19 has affected all segments of the population.
This is probably the first instant in the history of India where infectious
disease is testing itself. The constitution in his part III guaranteed
fundamental rights with article 21 of the Indian Constitution. It provides
that, “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to the procedure established by the law.” It corresponds to the
Magna Carta of 1215, the Sth Amendment to the American Constitution,
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and article 31 of the constitution of Japan, 1946. This article is available to
every citizen or alien, thus even a foreigner can claim this right. It does not
entitle and reside and settle in India, as mention in article 19(1) e. Article 21
has got a constitutional value of supreme importance in India. In 1992, the

Supreme Court declared

Indians at all levels shall be given this new ‘Right to education’. This
new right has been held to be a part of the Fundamental Right to life under
Article 21 of the Constitution by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act
0f2002. Due to this pandemic, our right to life and liberty has affected a lot,
for example, right to privacy, Right to livelihood, and right to education.
During Lockdown students are unable to attend their school and colleges.
They did not get the quality of education. Online classes are going on but
they could not run effectively in the remotest area or village. With the
inception of the lockdown public discourse was shaped three major rights.
These were the right to life, the right to health, and the right to food.
During this pandemic, our government has assured food for all & right to
health to all individuals. Despite these efforts limited healthcare facilities
and interruption in regular immunizations in hospitals leading to anxiety
and fear among the population. Inadequate infrastructures, leading to ill-
equipped healthcare employees who are fighting endlessly to treat patients
and protect themselves from infection at the same time are all quite visible
that their right to life and liberty are in danger. These days our right life and
liberty have badly affected by COVID 19. It is the duty of the government
to take major steps towards protection of this right. we cannot enjoy other

rights without article 21.

Objective

Time to time the country has faces many types of calamities. In these
situations, the government has played a very vital role to maintain a balance

between individual liberty and law & order. In the current situation we are
facing pandemic. It is global in nature along with its effect is local. During
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this pandemic, the fundamental rights of Indian citizens are adversely
affected. So the aim of this paper to explain the effect of COVID19 on our
fundamental rights and what a major step was taken by the government to
protect our fundamental rights especially article 21 which is the basis of all
rights. Democratic philosophy considers some of the individual rights as
basic or fundamental to a better and happier life and people clamored and
struggled for them everywhere and always. Fundamental rights have been

rightly regarded as the soul of the constitution.
Methodology

I have chosen a secondary method to collect my data from magazines,
books, newspapers, the internet, Wikipedia, Shodhganga, live-law, Supreme

Court, and High court judgments etc.
Meaning of Fundamental Rights

The fundamental right is the main features of the Indian constitution. It is
called fundamental because it has mentioned in our constitution and it is
essential for the development of personality. It is justiciable. According to
D.D. Basu “A fundamental right is one which is protected and guaranteed
by the written constitution of the state.” It can be altered only by the
process of the constitutional amendment. No organ of state can act in
contravention of such right H.J.Laski said “there can be no liberty without
rights. A state is known by the rights it maintains.”1 The conflict between
man and the state always exists in human society. Though attempts have
been made for centenary to bring about a proper adjustment between the
competing claim of the state and the individual, the solution seems to be
still off. It is clear neither individual are allowed to have absolute freedom
of speech and action nor the state can be given absolute power to determine
the extent of personal liberty. Hence the main problem is how to make a
fitting adjustment between individual freedom and government power. In
a democratic society, the government pays special attention to maintain
the balance between life and liberty of the individuals and security of the

Kabitika 10 L 145
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state itself. Our executive and legislative authorities have ensured to protect

our fundamental rights which are given by our constitution.
Importance of fundamental rights

Democratic philosophy considers some of the individual rights as basic or
fundamental to a better and happier life and people clamored and struggled
for them everywhere and always. Fundamental rights have been rightly
regarded as the soul of the constitution. In Indian democracy, such rights
are mentions in the constitution. The framers of our constitution were
especially influenced by the bill of rights of the American constitution.
The framers of our constitution did not fallow the British constitution in
this respect rather they have followed the American constitution.
Fundamental rights are safeguard individual liberty and directive principle
of state policy to ensure social, economic, and political justice for every
citizen. Fundamental rights try to adjust between the competing claim of
the state and the individual. It regarded as the MAGNA CART of the

essential liberties of the Indian people.
Classification of Fundamental Rights

Initially, We Have Seven Fundamental Rights but AT Present we have six
fundamental rights because in 1978 by 44th amendment right to property
has omitted and now it is legal right. These fundamental rights are as

follow;
O Article 14 to 18 - Right to Equality
Article 19 - Right to freedom
Article 20 - Protection in respect of conviction for offences

Article21 - Protection of life and personal liberty

Q o a a

Article 22 - Protection against arrest and detention in certain

cases

O Article 23-24 - Right against exploitation
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a
a
a

Article 25-28 - Right to freedom of religion
Article 29-30 - Cultural and educational rights
Article 32 - Constitutional Remedies

1. Right To Equality: (from article 14 to article 18)

a
a

a

Equality before the law. (Article 14)

Prohibition against discrimination. The state shall not discriminate
on the ground of sex, religion, race place of birth, or any of them.
(Article 15)

There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters
relating to employment or appointment to any office under the
state. There shall be no discrimination on the ground of religion,
race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth residence. (Article 16)
Abolition of untouchability. Untouchability is an offense

punishable in accordance with the law. (Articlel7)

Abolition of titles. (Article18)

2. RightTo Freedom:(From articles 19 to 22)

According to M.Y.PYLEE, “Personal liberty is the most fundamental of
fundamental rights. Articles 19 to 22 deal with different aspects of these

basic rights. Taken together, these four articles form a charter of personal

liberties, which provide the backbone of the charter and fundamental

Rights”1. These are popularly known as the “seven freedoms” under our

constitution. In the original constitution there were seven freedoms in
Article19 (1) but that one of them* The Right to property” has been omitted
by the constitution 44th amendment Act 1978, leaving only six freedom in
that article.

1. All citizens have the right to A. Freedom of speech and expression.

a

Freedom of assembly.
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Freedom of association

Freedom of Movement.

Freedom of residence and settlement.

To Practice of profession, occupation, trade, or business.
Protection in respect of conviction for offences.(Article 20)

Protection of life and property (Article 21)

Q 0 o oo aaa

Protection against arrest and detention. (Article 22)
3. Right against Exploitation.(From article 23-24)
It deals right against exploitation. Exploitation means

Misuse of services of others with the help of force. in pre- Independence
India, this type of exploitation was prevalent in many parts of the country.
The constitution has, therefore, rightly abolished such practice. It includes
Traffic in human beings is prohibited; Beggar and other similar forms of
forced labor are prohibited. Any contravention of this provision is
punishable in accordance with the law. No child below the age of 14 shall
be employed to work in any factory or mines or engaged in hazardous

employment.
4. Rightto freedom of religion:(From articles 25 to 28)

O  All citizens have freedom of conscience and free profession, practice
and propagation of religion.

O  Freedom to manage religious affairs.

O Every religious section has freedom as to payment of taxes for

promotion of any particular religion.

O  Noreligious instruction shall be provided in educational institutions

maintained by government.
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5. Cultural and educational rights: (From article 29 and 30)

Article 29 and 30 of the constitution provides that minorities shall have

the right to conserve its own language, script, literature, and culture.
6. Right to constitutional remedies: (From article 32 to 35)
O Enforcement of fundamental rights by the Supreme Court.

O Power of Parliament to modify the rights conferred by this Part in
their application to Forces, etc.

O Restriction on rights conferred by this Part while martial law is in

force in any area.
O Legislation to give effect to the provisions of this Part.
Meaning of Article 21 (Protection of life and personal liberty)

Article 21 ofthe Indian Constitution provides, “’No person shall be deprived
ofhis life or personal liberty, except according to the procedure established
bythe law.” In 1978 by the 44th amendment had declared the Right to life
and liberty inviolate emergency or no emergency? The fundamental right
of life and liberty must continue all circumstances. Article 21 was thus
made an exception to the general rule let down in article 359 that the
President has the power to suspend the enforcement of any or all of the
fundamental rights during an emergency. Supreme Court of India has held
aremarkable decision on March, 8, 2018 that the right to die with dignity is
a fundamental right. The bench also held that passive euthanasia and
living will be also legally valid. The court has issued detailed guidelines in
regard. The court has expanded the spectrum of article 21 to include within
it the right to leave with dignity as a component of the right to life and
liberty.

In 1992, the Supreme Court declared that the Indians at all levels shall
be given this new ‘right to education’. This new right has been held to be
apart of the Fundamental Right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.
Justice Kuldeep Singh and R.M Sahai have given this new a gift to the
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citizens of India in Miss Mohini Jain, verses the State of Karnataka by
states that, “The right to life and the dignity of an individual’s cannot be
assured unless it is given the right to education.” With a single judgment,
the judges have converted the non-enforceable right to education in the
Directive Principle of the Constitution into an enforceable Fundamental
Right. By the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002, the following
Article has been inserted after Article 21 ofthe Indian Constitution. India
has also started historic law making education of fundamental right of
every child coming into force. The act of compulsory education will directly
benefit children who do not go to school at present. According to this act
the appointment of teachers through academic qualifications.

Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh announced the
implementation of the act. Children, who were not going to school or
dropped out of schools, will get elementary education and the state and
local government to ensure that all children in the 6-14 age groups get
schooling. According to this act, 25 percent of seats in all private
educational institutions should reserve for the children of weaker sections
of society. For the implementation of this act, the center and the states
share the financial burden fixed in the ratio of 55:45. In 2005 under Article
19(1) of the Constitution Right to Information (RTT) which gives any citizen
of India may get information from a “public authority. A nine-judge bench
of the Supreme Court on August 24, 2017, has ruled that Indians enjoy the
Fundamental Right to privacy that it is intrinsic to life and liberty and thus
comes under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution in page 547 judgment
that declares privacy to be a Fundamental Right. In Article 21 of the
Constitution, privacy is a fundamental right that emerges primarily from
the guarantee of life and personal liberty. Elements of privacy also arise in
varying contexts from the other facts of freedom and dignity recognized
and guaranteed by the Fundamental Rights. Contained in part I1I-like other
rights which form part of the fundamental freedom, protected by part I1I,
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including the right to life personal liberty under Article 21, privacy is not
an absolute right. The Supreme Court had recognized the right to privacy
in the Puttaswamy case. It was recognized by the Apex Court as early as in
1998, in the case of Mr.Xv.Hospital Z. The Court opined in this case that
patients had the right to confidentiality and privacy as regards their
personal details. However, this right was not absolute and could be
overlooked when there was a larger public interest. Further, Regulation 2.2
of the Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics)
Regulations, 2002, reads as “defects in the disposition or character of
patients observed during medical attendance should never be revealed
unless their revelation is required by the law”

In fundamental right the law which encroaches upon privacy is
permissible restriction. In the context of Article 21, an invasion of privacy
must be justified on the basis of a law that stipulates the procedure which
is fair just and reasonable. The law protects the inner sphere of an individual
from the government and permitted citizens to make autonomous life
choices. On 24 August 2017 the Supreme Court of India ruled that: “Right
to Privacy is an integral part of Right to Life and Personal Liberty guaranteed
in Article 21 of the Constitution,” The right to live includes the right to live
with human dignity and all that goes along with it viz the bare necessities
to life such as adequate nutrition, clothing, and shelter over the head and
facilities for reading writing and expressing oneselfin diverse from freely
moving about and mixing and mingling with fellow human beings and
must include the right to basic necessities of life and also the right to carry
on function and activities as to constitute the bare minimum expression of
the human self. These dimensions are given by the Supreme Court in
Maneka Gandhi vs. union of India case and held that the right to live is not
merely a physical right but includes the right to live with human dignity.
Right against sexual harassment, at the workplace article 21 guarantees
the right to life with dignity. The court in this context has observed that
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the meaning and content of fundamental right guaranteed in the
constitution of India are of sufficient amplitude to encompass all facts of
gender equality including protection of sexual harassment or abuse.
Appropriate work condition should be provided in respect of work, leisure
health, and hygiene to further ensure that there is no hostile environment
towards the woman at the workplace and no employee woman should
have reasonable ground to believe that she is disadvantaged in connection

with her employment.

Article 21 includes the right to Reputation and right to livelihood,
right to social security and protection of the family, right against honor
killing, right to health, right to medical care, no right to die and also right to
get pollutionfree water and air in Subhas kumar v state of Bihar it has held
that public interest litigation is maintainable for insuring to get pollution-
free water and air which is included in the right to live under article 21 and
also the right to clean environment.

The court in India has mandated that some of these rights are applicable
to non-human entities which have been given the status ofthe legal person
and human has the legal duty to act as loco parents towards animals’
welfare like a parent has towards the minor children. Punjab and Haryana
high court in 2018 cow smuggling case. Deity as a legal person is entitled
to right S.C. in 2018 the entry of women to Sabarimala granted Lord
Ayyappan right to privacy. River are legal person U.K. high court mandated
that the river Ganga and Yamuna have right to protect against pollution
caused by a human. The right to open trail. This scope of the right of life
and liberty has been extended even to innocent hostages detained by

militants.
Impact of COVID19 on Article 21: Right to life and liberty

During pandemic, Indians have started to follow the guideline which is
passed by WHO. In this regard, the first lockdown was imposed on 22nd
march, 2020. During the lockdown, all the activities of human societies
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were restricted except essential goods and services. During this period
people have faced so many problems like losing jobs, lack of medical
facilities, lack of education, restriction on transportation, harvesting of

crops, etc.

During lockdown all the industries, tourism, hotel, construction work
were shut down. Due to this, an estimated 140 million people lost their
employment while many suffered from diminution of their salaries. Among
them, about 20 million people did not have money to buy grain and bread
two times. They were suffering from hunger. This affects their right to life.
They were unable to enjoy their article 21. There is a restricted movement
of people with reduced consumption of all sorts of goods and services
except certain essential commodities and services. Such a situation poses
a serious threat to the survival of daily wage workers, roadside vendors
petty traders act because of no cash in hand people cannot carry on with
their usual jobs or occupation. The existing situation of unemployment
worsens with the weakling of the socioeconomic system, a large number
of people losing their usual jobs or occupation. Livelihood is in danger of
irreversible. This is a crucial period for everyone and to act socially more

responsible for our society.

According to article 19 citizens of India has the right to move any part
of the country. But during lockdown people did not enjoy their right to
movement. During pandemic those who lost their jobs in cities, they started
to move their villages for the survival of their lives. But they were facing
lots of problems reaching their native because of government-imposed
restrictions on movement. It is also a violation of article 21. Social stress
caused by the lockdown has many faces and reasons resulting from
traveling restrictions and disruption of cultural celebrations, limited
healthcare facilities and interruption in regular immunizations in hospitals
leading to anxiety and fear among the population, social distancing with
friends and family, closure of places of entertainment and leisure, unplanned
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closure of schools and colleges affecting both students and parents
regarding the academic year and the loss of quality education. Inadequate
infrastructures, leading to ill-equipped healthcare employees who are
fighting endlessly to treat patients and protect themselves from infection
at the same time are all quite visible. To use of Disaster Management Act
if a person gets affected by COVID19, he or she is totally boycotted by
society and even by their family. This affects their physical as well as
mental health. According to this act, patients were treated without their

consent.

Another new trend seems to be a breach of personal information in
the grab of COVID19 tracing there have been several instances where the
government has released personal data of people who have been
quarantined. The data includes names, passport numbers, residential
addresses, and phone numbers. This release of personal data has become
a privacy concern and has a stated as a gross violation of the legitimate

exception of privacy.

On the health care front the government suffers from availing adequate
testing kits to check patient with COVID19 the situation is worse for
government healthcare workers who had not been provided with adequate
personal protective equipment. They are making the lack of PPE are a
grave violation of the fundamental right of the health care worker. During
the lockdown unplanned closure of schools and colleges affecting both
students and parents are regarding the academic year and the loss of
quality education. Children did not attend their classes. Most of the
examinations were canceled. Our right to education is also badly affected
by this pandemic. With the inception of the lockdown public discourse
was shaped around three major rights these were right to life, right to
health, and right to food. Many state governments like Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
and Punjab in an unprecedented move acknowledged the need for
unemployment wages to ensure self-substance for the poor. The migrant
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did not get ration by the government because they did not have BPL card
due to the lack of permanent address in a particular state. Similarly, some
other state governments attempt to guarantee the right to health for all
individuals. For that, they have converted major government hospitals
into COVIE19 hospitals. The Government also assured the availability of
food to Ration shops. Despite these afford state struggle to enforce the
fundamental rights which were guaranteed by the constitution. Recent
report shows that migrants who were not able to leave the city struggled
to get food and shelter.

The Shelter homes in Delhi were overcrowded with social distancing
becoming impossible. The situation is worse for health care workers who
had not been provided with adequate PPE kit. The scheme to unemployment
wages provided by the state to the workers is plagued with a major issue.
The employees’ state insurance scheme is available only to those who are
in the organized sector.

The Important judgment of courts to protect our article 21 during this
period

During pandemic in a PIL interim order passed by the Supreme Court to
direct the government to ensure that testing for COVID19 is conducted
free of charge in all private lab. The Supreme Court has kept the issue of
reimbursement of the private labs by government open being considered
in the further hearing. In other case, the Supreme Court stated that “Right
to Life Can’t be Taken Away Due to Lockdown, Judgment during Emergency
Retrograde”. The court has ordered that right to life and personal liberty
could not be affected adversely on the ground of the lockdown and hence,
delay by police to file a charge sheet will entitle an accused to bail.

Telangana HC Points Out Loopholes in Police Claims on Brutality
During Lockdown. Hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) regarding
police brutality during the lockdown, the Telangana high court pointed
out a series of discrepancies in the police’s counter-affidavit, asking the
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state police “to submit the injury reports of the injured persons, their
statements, if any recorded by the police, and further to inform this court
with regard to the progress made in the departmental inquiries, which
have been initiated against the delinquent police personnel”. (The order
was passed by a bench of Chief Justice Raghvendra Singh Chauhan and
Justice B. Vijaysen Reddy.) The supreme court in its landmark judgment of
consumer education and research center and other vs. union of India and

ors.

While enforcing the right to health of the workers working in the
hazardous industries held that “the compelling necessity to work in
industries exposed to health hazard due to indigence to bread winning for
himself and his dependents should not be at the cost of health and the
vigor of health care worker falls under the contours let down in the judgment
there making the lack of PPE to grave violation of the fundamental rights
of the health care worker. A PIL was filed in the Supreme Court for the
“payment of minimum wages to migrant workers whether employed by
establishments, contractors, or self-employed.” Supreme Court ordered to
States/UTs to releasing prisoners on parole/bail to protect them from
Corona virus. Supreme Court directed each State/Union Territory to
constitute a High Powered Committee to determine which class of prisoners
can be released on parole or an interim bail and also provide medical

facilities to ill prisoners and maintain social distancing among them.

Major steps were taken by the government to protect art 21 during
COVID19

The government has introduced the Aarogya Setu mobile application to
educate citizens about the novel Corona Virus and help them make informed
decisions amid the crisis. The government provided 5 kg cooking gas
cylinder to the poor families and also extend Ujjwala scheme is providing
free LPG refills for the next three months. During the lockdown government
provided food for poor people and also provided “one nation one ration
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card” for BPL families. Under this announcement, the government will
provide 5 kg grain per family till November 2020. The government is
providing free testing and treatment of patients of COVID19. All
government hospitals change into COVID hospitals. The Government has
also provided proper food and medical facilities to the quarantine people.
To the protection of the healthcare worker, doctors, nurses provide PPE kit
by government. During the pandemic government providing medical
insurance cover of Rs. 50 lakh per person for health workers. He gave the
permission to local kirana store for providing essential goods. He also
permitted vegetables, fruit, milk & bread to open their shops during the
lockdown.

The Government encouraged online classes for the continuation of
education. The government started to telecast classes on television. It
also decided to promote the students to continue his session. Jharkhand
government took initiative to continue the study of students to start a

concept of a return to the village.

Due to COVID19 those who migrate from town to village government
has decided to the provided job under the MGNREGA. Wages also hiked
toRs. 202 from Rs 182. For lower-income groups, the government permitted
that individuals could now withdraw three months’ salary from E.P.F. Under
the National Social Assistance Program, Rs 1,400 crore has been disbursed
for old age people, widows, and disabled people. For construction workers,
the relief government released Rs 3,066 crore under the Building and
Construction Workers’ Fund. For poor women Jan Dhan account holders
received Rs 500 each in their account. The Government started sharmik
special train for the migrant workers.

These are the above major steps taken by the government to protect
the citizens’ right to life and liberty during the pandemic.
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Conclusion

From the above discussion, we come to the conclusion that fundamental
rights are essential for the overall development of the individuals. In the
Indian constitution chapter-III there are 6 fundamental rights enjoyed by
Indians. Among them, article 21 right to life and liberty in the heart of all
rights. As we know we are facing a pandemic of COVID19 and due to this
our right is also affected by it. About 20 million people did not have money
to buy grain and bread for two times. They were suffering from hunger.
This affects their right to life. There is a restricted movement of people
with reduced consumption of all sorts of goods and services. Except for
certain essential commodities and services. Livelihood is in danger of
irreversible. Our education and medical facilities are also adversely effected
during the pandemic. The government has taken major steps to protect
our right to life and liberty. Judiciary has also played a vital role during this
period like the judgment for medical facilities, regarding salaries, migrant
workers, people’s privacy, etc. We have learned that we should prepare to
combat this type of pandemic our medical system should be sound and
our small scale industries should also be well established. Each and every
village should be selfreliant for their basic needs. Along with education,
all the administrative parts should be digital. At last, people should be
aware of their rights which are helpful for the establishment of a better
democratic country.
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Formation of copper oxide film by
thermal oxidation of copper film and

their photoresponse

Chinmoy Rajak

Abstract

In this article, we report the synthesis of mixed phase samples of Cu, Cu,0
and CuO by air ambient thermal annealing of DC sputter deposited Cu thin
films. Electrical characterization, namely, the I-V characteristics of the
oxidized films have been done. It is found that one of the samples, when
exposed closely to different low cost and easily available light sources
such as different coloured LEDs, smartphone flashlights etc., shows a
wide change in the resistance value, thereby proving that the electrical
property of the above mentioned sample is photo-sensitive even with
easily available light sources.

Keywords: Cu oxide, Nanocrystals, Oxidation, Photoresponse
1. Introduction

Copper has two stable oxide phases: Cu,0 and CuO. Both the oxides offer
a wide range of applicability in different areas. CuO can act as a burning
rate catalyst in rocket propellent [1]. It can also be used as an inexpensive
and efficient catalyst for many purposes [2-3]. It has also been reported
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that it can act as a transmission based opto-electronic humidity sensor [4].
On the other hand, Cu,O is a largely successful material in the photovoltaic
applications [5]. It is a promising material to be used in glucose sensing
with high stability and repeatability [6]. Most importantly all copper oxide
based thin film materials are good candidate forapplications in solar cells

(7.

A lot of methods have been used to synthesize these two materials,
their nano-structures and composites. Those include sol-gel spin coating
[8-9], thermal evaporation method [10], thermal oxidation of copper thin
films synthesized by thermal evaporation [11] etc. But there are very less
reports on the synthesis of mixed phase samples of Cu, Cu,0O and CuOby
air ambient annealing of sputter deposited Cu thin films. Although the
electrical properties of the mixed copper oxide phases with CuO and Cu,,O
has been reported [ 12], there are not many reports on the electrical properties
of the copper oxides with mixed phases of Cu, CuO and Cu,0. Also, since
the corresponding wavelength of the band gap of both the oxide
compounds fall in the visible range[13-14], it will be very interesting to
study the variation of the electrical properties with ambient light and in
darkness. All these factors together serve as the motivation for the present
work. Here, we report the successful fabrication of mixed phases of copper
oxides by annealing the copper film in air at relatively low temperatures
(300 °C). These mixed phases are found to be very much sensitive to light
showing enhanced photo-response. Such an enhancement of photo-
response of copper oxides can make it possible to these as photodetector.

2. Experimental

Cu thin films were deposited on glass substrates using the DC/FR
magnetron sputtering system (Excel Instruments) from a Cu target of 2
inch diameter with purity of more than 99.9%. Prior to deposition of the
films, the chamber was evacuated to a base pressure of 5.6x10° mbar
using a turbomolecular pump with backing pump.Then ultra pureArgon

Kabitika 11 L 16l
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gas was purged into the deposition chamber at a rate of 20.00 standard
cubic centimeter per minute (sccm) which decreased the base pressure to
~2.5%10*mbar which was maintained throughout the deposition
process.Adirect current (DC) voltage supply (ADL 50 Watt power
supply)was used to provide the necessary voltage to the gun used for
sputtering the Cu. The value of DC power was slowly increased (1 Watt
per minute) to 30 Watt and kept fixed at this value. In this condition, the
plasma of Cu was produced inside the deposition chamber and was visible
from the windows of the sputtering system. A shutter infront of the glass
substrate was used to prohibit the deposition of Cu atoms. After removing
the shutter, deposition of Cu film started with arate of 0.83+!/sec (according
to the quartz crystal thickness monitor) and film deposition was continued
for about 10 min. On completion of deposition process, the samples were
carefully taken out of the chamber and they were annealed in a muffle
furnace for three different temperatures viz 100, 200, and 300°C for duration
of 2 hours in ambient air. Annealing in air is expected to produce oxide
phases (Cu,O and/or CuO) of Cu. For this study, four of the samples (one
as-grown and three annealed) were used.

All the four samples were characterized using X-ray diffraction (XRD)
technique with theAXRD benchtop powder diffraction system (PROTO
Manufacturing Co.) with Cu-K radiation (€ = 0.154 nm) in the scan range
[angle, 2¢] from 20° to 80° at a power of 600 Watt (voltage: 40kV and
current: 15mA) with the step of 0.02°. For carrying out the electrical
measurements, two spots were made on each of the films using silver
paste at the extreme ends along the length of the sample and very thin
copper wires of negligible resistance were attached as leads to the spots.
The current-voltage (I-V) measurements were carried out using the probe
station from EVERBEING and the SMU with required software from
KEYSIGHT in the range of voltage from 0 V to 10 V. The I-V measurements
were also carried out for different lighting conditions viz in dark, green,
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blue and white light etc. For green and blue lights, we have used commercial
light emitting diodes (1.5 Watt), and for white light we have used the
flashlight of smartphone (Samsung Galaxy M21 smartphone flashlight
with level 5 intensity). While carrying out the measurement the sample
was closely exposed to these lights.

3. Results and Discussion

Figure 1 shows the XRD patterns for all the Cu films deposited on glass
before and after annealing in air.For the as-deposited film, two XRD peaks
at 43.40° and 50.38° positions for 2¢ values are seen. These peaks are
identified as the (111) and (200) planes of the face centered cubic
structuredCu crystal [15]. The peak intensity of (111) plan is seen to be
very strong as compared to that of (200) plan. This indicates that the Cu
film is preferentially grown in the (111) direction during its deposition.
Such preferential growth of the Cu film is due to the free energy of this
minimum compared to other planes [16]. It is to mention that the traces of
other impurities including oxide phases of Cu are not found in the XRD
pattern of the as-deposited film. The average grain/crystallite size, D, of
the Cu film can be estimated using the Debye-Scherrer formula

Where D is the crystallite size, K is the shape factor (usually taken to be
0.9 for spherical particles), € is the wavelength of the X-ray used in the
XRD process (1.54 +! in our case), 4 is the full width half maxima (FWHM)
of the corresponding XRD peak and ¢ is the Bragg angle. To estimate to
grain size, it is required to correct the FWHM for the instrumental
broadening which is &4, = 0.103 for the XRD machine used. This way
estimated grain size ofthe as-deposited Cu film is 6.5 Inm.
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Figure 1 : XRD pattern for the as-deposited sample as well as the annealed

samples plotted together

After annealing the as-grown Cu film at 100 °C, the intensity of both
the XRD peaks corresponding to (111) and (200) planes of Cu are found to
increase without any new phase formation. Such increase of peak intensity
is indicative of grain-growth of Cu film due to thermal energy supplied at
elevated temperature viz 100 °C. The peaks in the XRD pattern for the
sample annealed at 200 °C have changed except the peak corresponding to
(200) plane of Cu. The positions of these new peaks are at 36.69° and
43.69° of 2¢ values. These peaks are identified as the (111) and (200)
crystalline planes of Cu,O crystal [17]. So Cu,O phase is seen to form in
the annealed at 200° C film. Although, the trace of Cu is present in this
sample, most of the Cu got converted to Cu,O. Such phase formation on
annealing the Cu film at 200 °C is due to the oxidation of Cu in presence of
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atmospheric oxygen which got migrated in the Cu film at elevated
temperature and formed the Cu,O. For this sample also we have calculated
the grain sizes using eq. (1) and estimated as10.19nm. However, annealing
at 300 0C, a mixed phase of Cu,0 and CuO are found in the XRD pattern
with peaks at 35.97°,37.07°, 39.08° and 43.21° positions of 2¢ values.

The first and third peaks correspond to the (111) and (111) planes of
CuO crystal [18] whereas other two peaks are for Cu,O crystals discussed
above.These data are consistence with the previously reported results
[17].Temperature induced thermal diffusion process of Oxygen leads to
the formation of oxide phases, within the limit of chemical activation energy
[19]. The average grain sizeof CuOcrystals in the sample annealed at 300

°Cis11.50 nm. Table 1 shows the summary of phases formed in Cu films.

Table 1: Different phase formation annealing the Cu films at different

temperatures in air

Sample Phase

As-grown Cu crystals

Annealed at 100 °C Cu crystals

Annealed at 200 °C Cu and Cu,O crystals
Annealed at 300 °C Cu,0O and CuO crystals

Figure 2 shows the current-voltage relationship for both the oxidized
samples. Both the samples show Ohmic I-V characteristics. Although the
dominant phase at 200°C is Cu,O and that at 300°C is CuO and the former
oxide is more resistive than the later [20-21], It is clearly observed that the
sample annealed at higher temperature is more resistive than the other
one.. This may be attributed to the fact that at higher temperature more
surface layers of the film are oxidized and therefore resistivity increases.
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Figure 2 : I-V plot for the oxidized samples

The values of the resistances of the samples were measured by
calculating the inverse of the slope of the I-V straight line fitted graph and
the sheet resistance was calculated from the standard formula are 2.82
M&! and 41.7 M&! for the films annealed at 200°C and that at 300°C,

respectively.

Figure 3 shows the I-V data for the sample annealed at 200°C for
different lighting conditions which are created by very low cost and easily
available light sources. The plot shows a distinct change in current for
different lights. This is attributed to the fact that the equivalent wavelength
of the band gap of both the oxides fall in the visible region (2.17 eV)and
therefore when visible light with different wavelength (energy) falls on the
sample, some of the electrons in the valence band get sufficient energy to
cross the band gap and they contribute to the electricity conduction. This
proves that the -V characteristics of the sample is highly sensitive to light
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Figure 3 : I-V data for the sample annealed at 200°C for different lighting

conditions

(energy) and therefore it is a good candidate material for light sensing

devices.

Table 2 : Resistance, sheet resistance, and resistivity values in different

lighting conditions for the sample annealed at 200°C

Lighting Resistance | Sheet Resistivity
Condition M) Resistance(MQY) | (&€2)

Dark 2.82 4.09 61.29
Green LED 2.57 3.74 56.07
Mobile Flashlight | 2.28 331 49.71

Blue LED 1.92 2.79 41.10
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Table 2 shows the values of the resistance, sheet resistance and resistivity
at different lighting conditions for the sample annealed at 200°C. In this
sample the Cu,O phase is dominating but the resistive values are different
(Iesser) than those available in the literature [20-21]. This may be attributed
to two facts. Firstly, the I-V characteristics shown here are the characteristics
ofboth the thin film as well as the substrate together and also at 200°C the
sample is not fully oxidized, only some upper layer is oxidized. This result
is supported by the XRD data.

1.4

—— as grown
S5 annealed at 200° C
—— annealed at 300° C

Absorbance (a.u.)

0.4 4

0.2

T T T T
400 500 600 700
Wavelength (nm)

Figure 4 represents the UV-Visible absorption spectra of the samples.
The as grown sample shows a hump from 500 to 600 nm wavelength range.
The broadening of this peak may be due to the crystallite size variation of
the sample [22]. The other two samples, namely the samples annealed at
200°and 300°C show a peak at about 350 nm which confirms the existence
of oxide phases of copper [23]. This peak is also present in the as grown

sample with lesser intensity which indicate partial oxidation of the sample.
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4. Conclusions

The electrical property of one of themixed phase copper oxide and copper
thin film sample, namely the sample prepared by air ambient thermal
annealing at 200°C for one hour after being sputter deposited by Cu on
glass is highly photo-sensitive. It showsa large changein the sheet
resistance value when measured in presence of lights of different light
sources. Even for sources which low cost and easily available like different
colored LEDs, mobile phone flashlight, etc., the sample showed a change
of about 9x10°&! in the sheet resistance value. This property makes
nanocrystalline Cu,0O an excellent candidate material for light sensing
devices.
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Occupational Diversification in

India a Theoretical Explanation

Mrinmoy Kumar Pal

Abstract

Indian labour markets are in a process of sound transformation. An
important element of this transformation is the twin-process of de-
industrialization and growing of non-standard work. Among the employed
workers, up to the 1990s, important Indian states were characterized by
high shares of industrial employment and relatively standardized working
conditions. This employment model, as if often argued, was characterized
by stable career patterns in internal or occupational labor markets and
relatively homogeneous wage levels. While there are numerous factors
which will influence employers’ hiring choices in reality, the human resource
literature typically highlights a key set of factors, which we argue can be
summarized in two main elements: the replaceability of workers and the
flexibility of hiring practices.

Key words: Labour, occupation, employment, reparability, flexibility
Jel Classification: J2, J3, J5,J7

Introduction

However, it is safe to say that in the era of dominant public sectors, Indian
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labor markets tended to produce more egalitarian labour market outcomes
than we observe them today. Starting in the 1970s and 1980s, the decline
of industrial employment. However, with growing shares of service sector
employment, most Indian labour markets seemingly lost the ability to ensure
standardisation of employment relationships. The symptoms in the form
of growing wage inequality and non-standard employment have been
described in the literature extensively (e.g. Barbieri, 2009; Boeri and
Garibaldi, 2009; Bosch et al., 2009; Palier and Thelen, 2010). An important
mechanism linking deindustrialization to growing inequality is the famous
Baumol Effect: in labor-intensive service jobs, productivity cannot be
increased easily. As opposed to the virtuous circle in the industrial era, in
which productivity gains led to higher wages and increasing demand, the
expansion of the service sector requires a wage structure mirroring
productivity (Esping-Andersen, 1993; Iversen and Wren, 1998). If wages
are, however, rigid countries may not respond with greater wage dispersion
but with an increasing differentiation by employment contract, i.e.
“dualisation” between permanent and temporary work (DiPrete, et al., 2006;
Maurin and Postel-Vinay, 2005; King and Rueda, 2008).

This research paper states finds that, first, deindustrialisation and
service sector growth are important factors driving changes towards more
unequal labour market outcomes and that, second, we can expect to observe
marked differences in the growth of ‘bad’ or ‘cheap’ jobs across sectors
and occupations within parts of the countries. This insight may appear
trivial, as a reference to deindustrialization is commonly made when labor
market change is discussed academically. We content, however, that its
implications have so far not been fully reflected upon in existing research.

Literature Survey

In the comparative welfare and labor market literature, the discussion of
change (i.e. the growth of non-standard employment and wage dispersion)
strongly focuses on the development of national averages over time. As
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we argue, this dominant approach focusing on national data tends to
neglect crucial differences in labor market patterns across sectors and
occupations. Although various contributions have shed light on
developments in selected low-skill occupations, we still lack a systematic
research agenda for the study of within-country variation in the process
of labor market change. A similar point can be made regarding cross-
country differences in patterns of labour market inequality. In the
comparative literature, cross-country variance in inequality and

nonstandard work are mainly attributed to institutional differences.

To study within-country variation in employment patterns, it is crucial
to go beyond popular dichotomies like industry vs. service sector or skilled
vs. unskilled labor. A simple sectoral distinction is unlikely to capture the
diverging labor market trends within countries. The same holds for skill
divides. Whereas education used to be translated into a favourable labour
market position, this mechanism is weakened in postliberalised societies.
However, such occupational differences are under-theorized and
underresearched and we have little systematic knowledge about why bad
jobs are distributed unequally across occupations.

Research Questions

This research tries to answer why does the share of flexible and/or cheap
employment differ across occupations? The unequal incidence of non
standard work is a good starting point for our occupational model
explaining the use of non-standard work is understanding employer
preferences for different types of employment when making a hiring
decision. Hence, we need to ask how employers seek to optimize the use
oflabor within a given institutional framework.

Methodology and Analysis

Generally, we assume that employers try to establish employment

relationships with “the lowest bill for a given set of technological choices
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and labor market conditions” (Osterman, 1987: 54). Such choices and
conditions vary across occupations. In general, we could assume that
employers facing uncertainty always try to maximize flexibility. So why
don’t they give temporary contracts to all workers? It is important to
acknowledge that flexibility has costs for employers as well. In particular
permanent contracts are agued to be key in nurturing a psychological
contract, i.e. “a set of unwritten reciprocal expectations between an
individual employee and the organization” (Schein, 1978: 24). This contract
can be desirable from an employers’ perspective as it commits workers to
the goals of an organization and leads to extra effort and productivity.
Temporary workers, however, are found to have a more limited
psychological contract. In other words, temporary workers invest less in
building an employment relationship going beyond a short term economic
transaction. This certainly is undesirable for employers having an interest
in reducing staff turnover. Whether lower organisational commitment also
leads to lower productivity is disputed in the literature. This arguably
depends strongly on the nature of the temporary job (e.g. its duration) and
prospects for making a transition into a permanent contract within the
firm. If the current job is seen as a stepping stone in an internal career
ladder, temporary workers should be even extra motivated and productive.
The findings by De Cuyper et al. (2009) support this intuition. One important
additional source of ‘flexibility costs’ for employers is that the extensive
use of non-standard work may have a negative effect on work relations
with permanent staff. Guest and Clinton (2009) find that there is a negative
relationship between the share of temporary staffin a firm and workers’
trust in the management as well as with perceptions of organisational
fairness and fulfillment of psychological contracts. This can, for instance,
lead to increased turnover intentions among permanent workers. Hence,
employment flexibility has potential costs for employers and it is important
to understand under which conditions they prevail over its advantages.

While there are numerous factors which will influence employers’ hiring



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

choices in reality, the human resource literature typically highlights a key
set of factors, which we argue can be summarized in two main elements:
the replaceability of workers and the flexibility of hiring practices.
Replaceability refers to the costs of the employer in case he needs to
replace a worker by recruiting from the external labour market. The higher
these costs, the more we expect employers to offer favorable working
conditions which bind workers to the firm. This would include permanent
contracts, working time corresponding to the worker’s preferences and
decent wages. The second aspect is the flexibility of hiring practices, i.e.
the absence of restrictions on the management’s prerogative to hire and
fire at will or to freely negotiate wage levels. However, such restrictions
may also encourage employers to exploit loopholes to regain their flexibility
as long as workers can be replaced. The important point for our argument
is that both the replaceability of workers and the flexibility of hiring practices
are not homogeneous within the institutional setting of a national labour
market. Rather, they differ across sectors, occupations and individuals.
For the purpose of our analysis four causal factors are deemed relevant
here:

1. labour supply and demand conditions,
2. the type of skills mainly required,

3. the power of unions expressed by collective bargaining and co-

determination,

4. the extent to which labor market institutions constrain management

decisions,

The first two points affect the replaceability of workers, while the
latter two affect the flexibility of hiring practices. The first factor explaining
occupational heterogeneity is the balance of labour supply and demand.
The link to the costs of replacing a worker is straightforward. If there is a

shortage in the supply of a particular type of work, recruitment costs go
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up. This should encourage more stability-oriented human resource
practices in the respective occupation. Beyond this general point, labour
supply can constrain employers in other ways. For instance, a production
model based on part-time work is only feasible if a sufficient number of
people are willing to accept such work. Hence, whether employers can rely
on flexible work depends on whether there is a sufficient supply of labour
in the respective occupation. In practical terms, this means the availability
of typical ‘risk groups’ such as the young, women, or migrants (Kahn,
2007). The second factor influencing the replaceability of workers is the
prevailing skill profile in an occupation. First and foremost, this refers to
the skill level, i.e. the marginal productivity of a typical worker in the
occupation. The lower this is, the higher the incentives to offer (and the
pressure to accept) atypical contracts or low wages. Usually, low skilled
workers are easier to replace than medium and highly skilled people, since
no or little training investments are necessary. At the same time, many jobs
requiring limited and basic skills can also be replaced by higher capital
intensity or off shoring. This limits both employer demand for low skilled
workers and the bargaining power of such workers. Moreover, the type of
skill (general vs. firm-specific) should matter. The concept of skill specificity
has been used in very different ways (Streeck, 2012). Here, specific skills
simply refer to qualifications which are more valuable in one firm than in
another. Since such qualifications cannot be ‘bought’ in the market, but
have to be developed within the firm, employers cannot easily replace
specifically qualified workers. To the extent that jobs involve specific
skills, employers should be interested in stable employment relationships
rather than temporary contracts (Autor, 2003). In contrast, generally skilled
workers are by definition easier to replace since there are sunk costs of
specific training investments. Skill specificity confines the use of temporary
workers to support or peripheral tasks within the company as they cannot
be integrated effectively into core activities (Lautsch, 2002; Lepak and
Snell, 1999). Hence, the role of flexible employment is expected to be smaller

Kabitka 12 L 177
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in occupations which are strongly characterised by firm-specific skills. It
is noteworthy that skill specificity may explain why some academic
occupations feature high shares of flexible work as well (e.g. Polavieja,
2005). Arguably, in highly individualized and autonomous service sector
jobs, in which the personal interaction with the client dominates, firm-
specific knowledge is relatively scarce. However, a big chunk of service
sector jobs is located in large companies with idiosyncratic organizational
procedures, products and technologies. Marx (2011) argues that this leads
to rather specific skills in service occupations for instance in banking,
insurance and the public sector. To the extent that service sector employers
rely on firm-specific knowledge, employment patterns should converge to
those of specifically trained workers in manufacturing. Replaceability of
workers is not the only relevant factor. As a second step constraints on
employers’ flexibility (as imposed by industrial relations and legal
requirements) are included into our framework. The diverging patterns of
industrial relations across occupations are an obvious explanation for
heterogeneity in labour market outcomes. High unionisation and collective
bargaining coverage are the historical foundation of relatively standardised
employment models which typically developed around manufacturing and
the public sector. While unions are often still strong in this segment, in
many countries they have difficulties in gaining ground in the service
sector. The most extreme form of individualization is freelance work which
is frequently performed in a quasi-dependent manner. In such a work
setting, effective interest representation is difficult to achieve. Therefore,
working conditions are expected to be more standardised in occupations
in which workers are organized effectively. Collective bargaining coverage
(or the lack thereof) should have an effect on wage compression and the
scope of low-wage employment. The absence of either collective
agreements in certain sectors or statutory minimum wages tends to be
associated with higher wage dispersion and larger segments of low pay.

Here, only statutory minimum wages or the extension of collective
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agreements can set a generally applicable wage floor. Industrial relations
are also important in monitoring compliance to labour market regulation.
Where unions are weak on the firm level, employers have more leeway to
bend existing regulation. Such a behavior can cover exploiting legal grey
areas or bold breach of regulation, e.g. in the case of “dependent” self-
employment. In any case, the strength of unions and the related
enforceability of labour market regulation are important to understand
employment patterns on the occupational level. Labour market regulation,
finally, do not only vary in the extent to which they can be enforced. In
principle they should apply to the entire economy and they are often used
to explain cross-national differences in employment outcomes. However,
also the de jure coverage of labour market institutions is not complete.
First the public and the private sector usually differ with regard to the
regulation of dismissals and remuneration. But also in the private sector,
co-determination via works councils and statutory dismissal protection
are a cases in point. Strict dismissal protection makes redundancies of
workers on open-ended contracts costly and arguably makes employers
reluctant to hire on a permanent basis (Bentolila and Bertola, 1990). Strong
plant-level co-determination further strengthens the role of ‘insiders’.
However, in most countries the coverage of dismissal protection and co-
determination is not universal. Ifan occupation is characterised by small-
batch production, there may, for instance, be no obligation to accept a
works council, which could constrain management’s prerogative to hire
on atypical contracts. The same is true for dismissal protection, which
typically only applies to firms above a size threshold (Boeri and Jimeno,
2005). Hence, incentives for the use of fixed-term contracts or agency
work should be significantly stronger in occupations characterised by

larger firm size.



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

Table 1: The interplay of replaceability and flexibility

Replacebility

High Low

High Unreliable Jobs Good Jobs

Flexibility

Low Good Jobs Best Jobs

The interplay of replaceability and flexibility is summarized in Table 1.

Assuming that both dimensions

can be either high or low we create a 2x2 table with different combinations
of the two dimensions. What are the consequences for job quality (good
jobs are loosely defined here as those with wages contract type and
working time in line with workers’ preferences)? Generally, as explained
above low replaceability should be to the advantage of workers. Under
this condition, we would expect relatively good jobs irrespective of labour
market regulation and industrial relations (i.e. flexibility). Here, working
conditions are merely explained by employers’ incentive structure as it
can be derived from labour market conditions and skill requirements. If
replaceability is however high (i.e. if required skills are either low or highly
general and if there is a sufficient supply of these skills in the external
labour market) flexibility matters. In such a case, the employer faces no
incentives to curb his or her desire for flexible employment arrangement.
In order to provide good jobs, external constraints in the form of unions or
state regulations have to be imposed. One should note that such constraints
are seen as the source of negative externalities which affect job seekers (in
the form of lower employment opportunities) or future generations (in the
form of higher accumulated debt) (Iversen and Wren, 1998). The framework
presented in Table-1 can be applied as a heuristic tool to capture both

within country differences across occupations and changes of specific
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occupations over time. Skilled manufacturing jobs are typically assumed

to feature high levels of skill specificity and remain a stronghold of unions

(Palier and Thelen 2010). Accordingly, they should be stably located in the

upper right quadrant of the table. Other jobs have moved over time.

Descriptive examples are auxiliary services such as catering or cleaning
which used to be integrated into large industrial organizations. Outsourcing
has significantly limited the possibility for unions to affect working
conditions in these services, implying a shift from the lower to the upper
left quadrant. Finally, it should be noted that there is at least one important
occupational characteristic determining the use of non-standard and cheap
labour which we have not touched upon so far, namely product market
conditions. If occupations are exposed to demand fluctuations or pressure
for price-competitiveness, incentives for employers to rely on non-
standard/cheap jobs should increase. Within out framework, both product
market conditions can be conceived of as moderators for the importance

of replaceability and flexibility.
Conclusion

It can be said that low replaceability should be to the advantage of workers.
Under such condition, we would expect relatively good jobs irrespective
of labour market regulation and industrial relations. Here, working
conditions are merely explained by employers’ incentive structure as it
can be derived from labour market conditions and skill requirements. If
replaceability is however high flexibility matters. In such a case, the employer
faces no incentives to curb his or her desire for flexible employment

arrangement.
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TetMe-IBX: A Reactive Modified 1BX

Kalyan Senapati

IBX has been being explored as a versatile oxidizing reagent in the field of
organic synthesis since last three decayed.! IBX can be easily synthesized
by using oxidizing agent Oxone or KBrO;, in a laboratory form 2-iodo
benzoic acid.? Although IBX have huge advantages in oxidative
transformations in organic synthesis it has limitationsi.e., i) IBX is insoluble
in common organic solvents ii) IBX is explosive in nature and iii) in many
cases excess amount of IBX needs to be used for a synthetic transformation
making the methodology useless in industrial scale reactions.’ In last
couples of years several attempts have been made to modify IBX in order

to overcome the limitations of parent IBX.

In 2005, Goddard III et al. proposed that modification of IBX via o-
methyl substitution may increase the efficiency of alcohol oxidation by
lowering the activation energy in rate-limiting step in the so-called
“hypervalent twisting”,* The latter is a coordinated motion of the ligands
of IBX-alcohol intermediate to generate a stable, planar iodine (III) species,
which is the byproduct of IBX in oxidations, that is IBA (Figure 1). It was
predicted that in the case of o-methyl substituted IBX, the twisting
increases the rate by 100 fold such that ligand-exchange becomes the rate

determining step of the overall oxidation.
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Figure 1. The mechanism of alcohol (methanol) oxidation with IBX and

associated energy barriers as shown by Goddard III et al.

Moorthy et al. later synthesized a series of ortho methyl substituted
modified IBX (Chart 1).> Out of all such kind of modified IBXs the most
effective Modified IBX is TetMe-IBX. TetMe-IBX was synthesized from

durene effectively in overall five steps (Scheme 1).

Chart 1
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Scheme 1: Synthesis of TetMe-IBX from Durene

They reported that TetMe-IBX is capable to oxidize various kinds of
alcohol in common organic solvents like Acetonitrile, Ethyl acetate, Acetone,
DCM, Chloroform, etc. at room temperature within 10 min to 2 hours time
duration. TetMe-IBX is also efficient to oxidize a series of Sulfides to
Sulfoxides in DCM at rt (Scheme 2).

DCM, rt 0
) Me (j O ’
R "R? Mex KZ‘,LOH Tomin-2h RSR?
\
N
Me
DCM, rt 0
S 2 )
YN O >
R™ R? [Me&” 10min-2h  oi-S~ge

Scheme 2: Oxidation of alcohols and sulfides by TetMe-IBX at rt

The catalytic activity of 3,4,5,6-tetramethyl-2-iodobenzoic acid was
further reported by Moorthy et.al. in presence of co-oxidant oxone. A
series of alcohols was oxidized catalytically that is using 10 mol % of
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3.,4,5,6-tetramethyl-2-iodobenzoic acid and 1 equiv. oxone in Acetonitrile
Water (1:1) medium, where primary alcohols oxidized to carboxylic acid
and secondary alcohols oxidized to ketones with in the 2.8 -15 h. A selective
oxidation of primary alcohols to aldehydes is also reported using same
reaction condition in Ishihara medium® that is in nitromethane reaction
medium instead of Acetonitrile- Water mixture within 6-18 h at rt (Scheme
3).

Me
OH
Me D\\| ~OH €1
o R'"R?
Me
o

R'=alkyl, aryl
R? = alkyl, H

Oxone

o) Me
Me Me  oH Me
Me 1 Oxone Me. [N 0\
oH| ———> 0 HO-I! Me
Me o}
Me' OH Me
Me O Me © R1)’\H
R2
-H,0
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_—
R'"OR? RWJ\OH

Scheme 3: Catalytic cycle for the oxidation of primary and secondary

alcohols using 3,4,5,6-tetramethyl-2-iodobenzoic acid as catalyst

In 2014 Moorthy et al. reported the synthesis of lactones from diols
using TetMe-IA as a catalyst.” They showed that in this catalytic oxidization
diol is first converted to the corresponding lactole which again undergoes
catalytic oxidation to the final product that is lactol (Scheme 4). This
oxidation reaction occurs in situ generation of TetMe-IBX from TetMe-IA

in presence of co-oxidant oxone in acetonitrile-water medium at rt.
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0
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Scheme 4: Catalytic oxidation of diol by using TetMe-IA as catalyst

They also developed one-pot protocol for the synthesis of o-
azidoketones starting from olefins.® In this transformation catalytic
oxidation of the intermediary bromohydrins with in-situ generated TetMe-
IBX from TetMe-IA in presence of co-oxidant oxone at rt is the key step
(Scheme 5). The reaction has been performed by the formation of
bromohydrine from olefin followed by catalytic oxidation of bromohydrine

and treatment of NaHCO,/NaN, in same pot to get the o-azidoketones.

NBS oH TetMe-1A 10 mol % N i 2
R A/RQ Br o Br | NaHCO;3 2.3 equiv N3
1 MecNH0 | R Oxone 1 equiv R NaM, 15equy 1
t Ry i R, t R>

Scheme 5: Synthesis of o-azidoketones from olefins using TetMe-IA as
Catalyst

Conclusion

Despite the fact that IBX is highly versatile oxidizing agent in organic
synthesis, several attempts have been made for the synthesis of modified
IBX in last couple of years. Undoubtedly TetMe-IBX is one of the most
promising modified IBX come out with a lot of effective synthetic
transformations, reviewed in this article. Further there are a lot of scope to
explore the catalytic use of TetMe-IA and TetMe-IBX as a reagent in

organic synthesis.
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physical-mathematical concepts

Chinmoy Rajak

Corresponding author Sandip Das

Introduction

It won’t be much of an exaggeration if we say that we are surrounded with
computers today. Forget about large institutions, it’s hard to find even a
small office that runs without a computer. We have seen sectors where
need of manpower has considerably decreased for the fact that a large
portion of the process has been automated with the help of computers.
The banking sector is an example of that. There are many more such
examples that can be cited here. So, in a way, computers have become an
integral part of our lives today. In many areas, our workload has been
reduced due to computers programming and the field of scientific research
is not an exception too. In the field of scientific research in Physics and
Mathematics, computer programming plays a big role. It creates virtual
environments that are similar to practical experimental conditions and yields
predictive results. All experimental conditions are not easy to achieve and
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also not easy to work with practically. Computer programming and

simulation plays a big role in virtually achieving those conditions.

It turns out that topics of Physics and Mathematics can be represented
to students in a very lucid form if we make them visualize the phenomena
with the help of computer programs. In this article, two such examples are
given where visualization of the results of an event/ concept leads to easy
and better understanding of the concept.

1. Aninfinite series representing a function :

During our undergraduate Physics or mathematics courses we all have
studied about infinite series that represent a function. Taylor series, Laurent
series, Fourier series are such examples. But one might ask the question,
‘How does an infinite series represent a well-defined function?’. After all
an infinite series is the sum (or combination) of an infinite number of terms
and infinity is something which is not defined. Nobody can claim that this

number is equivalent to infinity or so.

It turns out that the series representing the function is an approximation
to the function and it depends on how many terms (of the series) you are
considering on how accurate you reach towards the function. The more
terms you consider, you get closer and closer to the function. This can be
shown very easily and very explicitly using a simple code in Python. Let
us consider an example. Periodic functions can be represented as an infinite
series of sines and cosines and this type of series is known as Fourier

series. The Fourier series of a function is given by :

nmrx
L

+b,, sin

f(x)=ag+ 5

HTEX)
L
n=1

(an cos

Where f{(x) is a periodic function with a period of 2L and a, a and b_are
coefficients that can be evaluated from the following realtions :
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When asked to find the Fourier series of a periodic function, one just
needs to calculate these coefficients and then right down the series in

terms of sines and cosines. Let us now consider a square wave given by :

f(x)=—-1for-3<x<0

=1for 0 <x <3

This is a periodic function with a period of 6, i.e., the function repeats
itself in exactly the same way after an interval of 6 units along the x axis.

Now, the Fourier series of this function is given by

n
n=1,3,5... 3

f(x)=2 § L gjp nIX
"n=13
Which is an infinite series. Now, it is going to be much easier for
students to understand how the function is approximated by the series if
they get a visual representation of the approximation. Figure 1 shows a
plot of the function and the Fourier series of the function together. It
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clearly shows that as we take more and more terms, the plot of the Fourier
series of the function becomes closer and closer to the function itself. In
the first figure in the top left corner, titled “n=2" contains only one term (as
a, is Zero in this case) Now, as we move from one term to more terms, it is

very clearly seen that how both the plots merge with each other gradually.

== f00)

Fourier series of f(x)
1.0 4 remmm e ————

0.5 1

0.0 1

fix)

10 =mmemedcmmmmmmemgyfeeaaad

n=>5

=== f{x)
1.0 Fourier series of f(x)

0.5 4

fix)

1
1

I

1

1

1

1

i

i

:

4 f
0.0 |
I

1

1

]

]

]

]

I

]

]

1

Kabitika 13 L 193



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

n=10
—=- fix)
104 Fourier series of f(x) Ph A A AT
1 1
1 1
1 1
| 1
0.5 1 | |
I |
i i
i 1
i 1
= ( |
é 0.0 4 | :
1 1
1 |
| '
| 1
05| ! :
! i
i
1
1 i
1 i
—10] mhefoogn oL L !
-3 -2 -1 ] 1 2 3
X
n=50
=== fix)
1.0 Fourier series of f(x) F{iAaddasasaasaasanenilall ]
1
| 1
[ 1
{ 1
0.5 { ]
‘ 1
{
| |
- 1 ;
= 004 :
|
i
0.5 |
i
i
i
-1.04 L
-3 -2 -1 ] 1 2 3
x
n=100
=== fix)
1.0 1 — Fourier series of f{x)
0.5
é 0.0 H
i
i
1
-0.5 4 |
i
1
H
i
-1.04 .
-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3
x



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

2. Understanding the meaning of the value of probability of an event :

We all have studied probability theory in our high school mathematics but
have hardly wondered the meaning of the value of probability of an event.
Let us consider the common example of the tossing of a fair (unbiased)
coin. We all have studied that the value of the probability for the event of
occurrence of ‘Heads’ is 12 and so is the probability for occurrence of
‘Tails’. But what does this value actually mean? Well, it certainly doesn’t
mean that if we toss the coin twice, once it will fall Heads and once tails.
Roughly what it means is higher the value of the probability higher is the
chance of occurrence of that particular event with 0 and 1 indicating
absolute impossibility and absolute certainty respectively. But how to get
to this value 127 It turns out that if we toss the coin a large number of times
then the fraction of cases when heads (or equivalently tails) occur, i.e., the
ratio of the number of instances when heads occurred and the total number
of instances of tossing the coin becomes nearly equal to 12. Mathematically

. H {1
lim —=—
N—oo | .
Where H is the number of instances where heads have occurred and
S@AU is the total number of instances of tossing of the coin.

This can be very easily visualized through simple code in python.
Using the random number generator in python, an array of random

numbers containing Os and 1s only has been generated like the following:
[1,0,0,1,1,1,0,1,0,1,1,0,0,....]

And then the value 1 is assigned to heads and the value 0 to tails (there is
no harm in doing it the other way). Now if we take the sum of the array then
we get the value of the total number of heads and if we count the total
number of elements in the array then this gives us the total number of

instances of tossing the coin. Taking the ratio of these two quantities we
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can calculate . It can be clearly observed from figure 2 that this quantity
always fluctuates around the value 12. Increasing the total number of elements
in the array is equivalent to increasing the total number of instances of
tossing the coin. As we increase the total number of trials the fluctuation of
the probability value decreases and it comes more and more closer to.

o ° e - o
Y o n o n
@ 3 N = a

Probability of occurrence of heads.

°
Y
a3

o
>
kS

2} 20000 40000 60000 80000 100000
Number of coin tosses

Figure 2 : Plot of the probability of ‘heads’ for different number of trials

Conclusions

In the above two examples, we have seen that how representing physical-
mathematical concepts with computer programming leads to easy and better
understanding, It goes to prove that if this type of representation is extended
to other courses or topics then they can will appear more lucid to students

thereby developing more interest and passion towards the subject.
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Peace and Value Education:
Need of the Hour

Dr. Sanghamitra Roy

Abstract

The world has witnessed several challenges due to dreadful corona virus.
Change is the essence of time and we need to realize to strengthen our
basics to counter future challenges efficiently and effectively. The present
age needs to see develop true human beings who could create peace,
harmony and a progressive world. It is felt that the current educational
trends must integrate peace and value education in curriculum at all levels.
Good education will not only build character, enable learners to be ethical,
rational and compassionate, but also it will prepare them for the future.
Peace and value based education can be considered as the only enduring
resolution in guiding and developing the students skills so that they are

able to lead a purposeful life.

Key Words : Peace education, Value-education, Corona Virus, Resolution,

Compassionate.

Introduction

The world has been facing an unparalleled, unforeseen and challenging

times since the outbreak of COVID 19. This has wreaked havoc across the
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whole world and like all the sectors, education has been hit hard. Due to
this outbreak all kinds of institutions, and offices got shut down which
resulted in difficult living situation for people. These lock downs and
different restrictions keeping in mind the spreading of COVID 19, have
resulted in an unknown fear about the virus and people have become
skeptical about the moment when they will get rid of this virus forever.
Remaining locked inside the four walls out of fear for the dreadful virus
has caused mental diseases to people. The schools, colleges and
universities were closed for several months and the students remained
inside their houses, away from their peer groups and their teachers. These
resulted in a deep impact in the teaching learning situation. As per the
United Nations educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
more than 800 million learners across the world have been found affected
due to the situation. People remained inside their houses which resulted in
several economic, social and personal problems. In spite of prevailing of
such a situation the teaching learning process did not stop. The birth of
virtual class room could berealized by all involved in this teaching learning

process.
COVID 19: the catalyst for digital classroom:

In spite of several problems and numerous constraints, these virtual class
rooms came up as a whole new Universe. The education sector in India,
has been witnessing a massive transformation with the changed scenario
of educational platforms. Thus this acting of COVID 19 as a catalyst for
digital adoption in school, college and university education has proved to
be boon to the society. After the opening of the schools, it was felt that a
careful strategy should be built in to smoothen the transition of students
back to school after several months of home based learning. This was
needed to be done keeping in mind the learning losses which resulted for
the several months as well as the positive and futuristic approach which
could build a strong resilient system to withstand any further future shocks.
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Times of India (5" September 2020) reports that ‘students have been
learning on virtual platforms despite numerous constraints. Virtual class
rooms are a whole new universe and bring very different social and learning
challenges. Those who don’t teach can only imagine a meeting call while
staying at home — the difficulty of making students understand the lesson
thorough the patchy networks, the disruptive power, a few unmuted mic
and the tumult of many (TOI). Several social, economic, personal and
societal problems brought about a chaos in the lives of people. These
could be lessened or kept under control if the education system could

embrace the human resources involved in it with values.
Education for constructive qualities:

This cannot be denied that education is considered to be the vehicle of
knowledge, self-perseverance and success. Education provides the platform
for acquiring the wisdom of social conduct, enhancing strength, polishing
character and elevating self-respect. The set of values include the simple
difference between the right and wrong, and understanding the importance
of hard work and self-respect. When the world wrestles with poverty,
malnutrition, terrorism, apartheid policies, insurgency, violence etc., the
need of inculcating suitable habits and conducts is felt for the development
of constructive qualities. Due to these reasons it is felt that enlightening
the significance of peace and value education is the need of the hour. This
can be a very significant task if peace and value education could be

integrated with the curriculum across various disciplines.

Value education can be considered as an education based on values
and the inculcation of values. It includes developing the appropriate
sensibilities like moral, cultural, spiritual and societal. This can be considers
as a ‘man making’ and ‘character building’ necessity. These values are
desirable and are appreciated in high esteemed as they act as the guiding
principles in the critical life situations. This is actually a wide gamut of
learning and activities ranging from training in physical health, mental
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hygiene, etiquettes and manners, appropriate social behavior, civil rights

and duties, aesthetic and religious training.
Integrating peace in curriculum:

Change is the essence of time and so we need to realize the necessity of
strengthening our basics to counter future challenges efficiently and
effectively. In the 21* century it is needed that peace, harmony and a
progressive world is created. Moral development of a child results
automatically from the social life of the school and value education plays
a colossus role in the process of making the child ready for adjusting
himself'to different adverse situations. The teachers, too, have a great role
in generating new knowledge among his new students by nurturing good
human values within them, thereby creating human wealth developed
with good ethics, moral values, and a sense of care for everyone equally
without any discrimination. These traits of his character would help him
become innovators and researcher, creating new pathways for their
successor in education. Thus, the need of integrating the peace of value
education in curriculum at all levels of education is felt to prepare the
future citizens for unknown pathways in jobs and carriers. To provide a
meaningful preparation and development of students for largely unknown
futures, an approach towards co-operative and collaborative participation,
team work should be encouraged. This might result in inducing strength,
patience, tolerance and resilience to deal with the several ups and downs
people are facing presently. Moreover, the need for a sensitive society is
also felt where people get inclined towards meaningful dialogue and
deliberations regarding ethical, moral, professional development and
growth of students, faculty, professionals and administrators through
integrating peace and value education compulsorily in the class room to
enable all these human resources to become agents guiding changes

needful in the present scenario.

Other than the situation resulting from the outbreak of COVID 19, the
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advancement in the field of Science and Technology has also created an
almost aggressive surge for an ever higher standard of living. This has
given a severe blow to human values and has led to the disregard of
traditional beliefs, family values and spirituality. Despite all the comforts,
higher standards of living, different forms of entertainment, advancements
in Science and Technology, inner peace and a sense of purposeful living
continue to elude majority of humanity. Moral values are disappearing
from both public and private spheres. Every society is suffering from
major issues like Juvenile Truancy, drug addiction, crime, suicide and
declining mora; standards. Every society is, therefore, looking for solutions
to free and save itself from its own ignorance and excesses. The existing
education system sometimes comes out as a mere tool to equip a student
with a technical skill to enable him to simply earn a livelihood in a
competitive world and therefore, it fails to meet the deeper inner needs,
fostering creativity and generation of wisdom. In turn, the students fail to
realize the capacity of love, peace, harmony and well-being that he could
spread. All such factors result in the realization of inculcating and
integrating value education programme into the school curriculum. By
doing this, the society can take a major leap towards the initiative at
beating its menaces. Planning, grading and sequencing these value based

materials should be initiated to uplift the moral and spiritual development.

The world has been suffering from various unaffordable natural
calamities as a result of the man-made conflicts, pursuit to dominate and
potent globally, and the idea of expanding its territories. If these situations
are not addressed properly today, they may lead to catastrophe and
destruction of mankind and the materialistic world along with the vast
natural resources. Peace and value based education is only the enduring
solution to develop students guide and help them in acquiring life skills to
shape their future thereby, leading a purposeful life. This will empower
them to realize their incredible talent and immense potential to become
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more responsible, sensible and peaceful while emphasizing on values and
character building. As is stated in National education Policy (NEP), 2020,

‘Pedagogy must evolve to make education more experiential,
holistic, integrated, discovery-oriented, learner-centered,
discussion-based, flexible and of course, enjoyable. The
curriculum must include basic arts, crafts, humanities, games,
sports and fitness, languages, literature, culture and values in
addition to science and mathematics, to develop all aspects of
learners’ brains and make education more well-rounded, useful
and fulfilling to the ;earner. Education must build characters,
enable learners to be ethical, rational, compassionate and caring,
while at the same time prepare them for gainful, fulfilling
employment (NEP: 2020)’

Peace education for utopian global community:

The 21% century has brought us to the platform where team work, sharing
ideas and problems and achievements become the foundation for the
advancements of 21% century skills like creativity, critical thinking,
communication, collaboration knowledge and decision making. The United
Nations Charter very rightly declares, ‘Wars start in the minds of men.’
Therefore it is clear that peace is a state of mind and the mind can be
molded by the right type of value education. Peace has become extremely
a crucial issue in present day world. Without restoring peace the entire
humanity may face a consequence of total annihilation. No doubt, promotion
of democratic principles, human rights awareness, development of moral
education and training for conflict resolution definitely helps human being
to establish a society without violence. Peace encourages attitudes that
lead to a preference for constructive and non-violent resolution of conflict.
It respects the diversities and disparities of culture at National and
International level. One of the major thrust areas of peace education is to
raise awareness of human rights in order to build a peaceful and Utopian
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Global community.

According to Gandhi’s views on peace, it is the absence of tensions,
conflicts and all forms of violence including terrorism and war. It is the
capacity to live together in harmony and calls for non-violent ways for
resolving conflicts. It also emphasized the conservation resources and
satisfaction of mind which begins with the individual and spreads to the
world at large. Peace education, thus, refers to the pedagogical efforts in
giving rise to a better world which would teach compassion, reverence for
all, non-violence and love. According to him peace is not just the state of
mind but a philosophy which encompasses understanding, tolerance and
love for everything which surrounds us.

According to Koutsouikis, 2009,

‘Values are an ideal guiding that provides the formation of
people’s behavior and decision. In this way, the right and wrong
can be distinguished. Values provide a framework on how to
steer the life of the individual. However, it is known that the
people that have anti-social behaviors are devoid of many values.
In this contest, teaching values to the children provides effective
strategies that will provide them to orient themselves to the correct
behaviors, thus they have a successful and happy life.

Values are considered as the socially approved drives and goals which
get internalized through the process of conditioning learning or
socialization and which becomes subjective preferences, standards and
aspirations. Peace and value education has a great importance at the
formative stages of our life. The great thinkers besides Gandhi,
Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, Radhakrishnan and so on had
advocated the value education to the students to develop in them the
intrinsic traits to become true human beings. Swami Vivekananda argued
that we need man making and nation building education to build a strong
nation that will lead the world to peace and harmony. Furthermore, the
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academic institutions need to redefine their roles to build values, attitudes
and moral standards. The students are the future of the Nation who should
be taught to be moral citizens exhibiting human superiority over inhumane
actions because the countries across the world are racing to be at the top
on economic growth and military front that has led to an erosion of human
values. Today this can be witnessed that this erosion and lack of human
values result in the utmost sufferance of the students and the youth from
anger, frustration, loneliness, depression, helplessness, anxiety and
exhaustion amidst the cut throat the competition for acquiring a worrisome
carrier. The ancient mantra ‘Loka Samatha Sukhino Vabantu’ is much related
to this and needed for universal welfare.

Regardless of how good the curriculum content is, the effectiveness
of the educational process rests in the ability of the teachers to present
the material in an interesting and meaningful way. When our whole society
will be well educated and mainly focusing on moral values, ethics, character
strengths and virtues, only then the whole world will be endowed in peace
and happiness. Value education encourages sovereign thinking, and it
opens doors to new thought and new ideas. Educated persons draw their
own conclusions instead of blindly following the opinion of others. The
Human Rights resolutions declare:

Education must prepare a child for responsible life and effective
participation in a free society with the spirit of understanding,
peace, tolerance, equality of sexes and friendships among all
peoples belonging to different ethnic, national and religious

groups of indigenous origin.’

Therefore, a student can learn and acquire the quality of empathy and
acceptance towards those who are different from them. And they may be
more accommodating of others and less likely to solve problems with
violence if they get quality education. The teachers, therefore, should
take up this daunting task not only to teach text books but also to
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understand the intention of each part of these text books it cannot be
denied that the whole system fundamentally envisages the topics and
content on the moral and spiritual foundations of students in developing
their future.

Teachers rule in inculcating the desired morale:

The prevailing pandemic and several otter tensions remind us the necessity
of the implementation of such values in the curriculum so as to accelerate
the progress of peace and value education in academics. Keeping in mind
the gravity of the challenges people are facing in the contemporary period,
adopting peace and value in education has become a must call to be
exercised in a regular teaching learning situations. As mentioned earlier,
the role of the teacher plays a crucial elevated degree. The students should
be taught to accept their teachers as role models on whose shoulders lay
the responsibility and the daring challenge of bringing about a positive
transformation. The teachers may follow certain strategies in inculcating

the spirit of harmony and peace.

It is necessary that the teachers introduce the concept of peace and
values in the class room under pinning its relevance in personal and civic
life. It can be well supported and supplemented by narrating good works
and thoughts of illustrious personalities in the respective realms. The
teachers are expected to amalgamate the topics judiciously by introducing
peace and moral values into the contexts for better comprehension of
concepts. In this way, the teaching and the learning can spread out of the
class room to create a conductive and respectful environment in family

and peace in society.

A well planned lesson couples with the stuffing of value education.
Education for peace helps to maintain a constant balance between critical
reflection and action. It is necessary that it plays a rightful role in building
a more peaceful, noble and just environment.it should be implemented on
real life without remaining just on paper. This issue may rightly be
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considered as the burning need of the present society and therefore,

comes the need for peace and conflict resolution to prosper. A critical

reorientation of curriculum across all disciplines and all education levels

should be indulged so as to inculcate within oneselfthe wisdom of tackling

the conflicts in a peaceful manner, thereby, contributing to the betterment

of the society.
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1. Introduction:

Competence and Skill are twin words used to denote the same meaning
that relates capability of individual to work efficiently, effectively to execute

the particular operation.

Competency can be defined as understanding, knowledge, skills and
attitude essential to achieve predefined objectives or goals. competency
is often defined as the underlying attribute and mental ability that govern
how an individual interact with the world. Competency enables individuals
to contribute positively to their organizations and the library profession

Competence is a wide concept which embodies the ability to transfer
skills and knowledge to new situations within the occupational area. It
encompasses organisation and planning of work, innovation and coping
with non-routine activities. It includes those qualities of personal
effectiveness that are required in the workplace to deal with co-workers,
managers and customers. (Training Agency UK, 1989). Thus competence
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is more useful in modern ICT profession.

Skills are required for carrying a job efficiently and effectively. Skill is
practical ability, a facility in carrying out an action

Skills are specific in its purpose and it is the knowledge of using
technologies. Competency is theability of the professional to use these

tools in accomplishing their professional task.
2. Professional Development of Academic Staffs:

In education, the term professional development may be used in reference
to a widevariety of specialized training, formal education, or advanced
professional learningintended to help administrators, teachers, and other
educators improve their professional knowledge, competence, skill, and
effectiveness. When the term is used in education contexts without
qualification, specific examples, or additional explanation, however, it may
be difficult to determine precisely what “professional development” is
referring to. “Professional development is defined as development in an
individual’s skills, knowledge, expertise and other characteristics to perform
the professional duties in a better manner. For a teacher or academic staff,
the definition recognizes thatdevelopment can be provided in many ways,
ranging from the formal to the informal. It can be made available through
external expertise in the form of courses, workshopsor formal qualification
programs, through collaboration between institutions or teachers.These
are the part of Continous professional development .CPD is a planned,
continuous and lifelong process whereby teachers try to develop their
personal and professional qualities, and to improve their knowledge, skills
and practice, leading to their empowerment, the improvement of their
agency and the development of their organization and their pupils.
However, in India MHRD and State education ministries organize various
short-term courses and bridge courses for continuous professional
development of various levels in-service teacher’s. Here only Refresher
Course and Orientation program detailed discuss and their contribution to
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professional development of in-service teachers in higher education.
3. History:

The National Education Policy 1986 had recommended a comprehensive
program me for professional development of teacher in Higher Education
System for quality improvement and it was in 1986-87that the University
Grants Commission (UGC) accepted the recommendations of the
NPE(1986)and the consequent Programme of Action (1992), which outlined
very clearly the need ,process and administrative dimensions of faculty
development (MHRD 1992).Subsequently 48 Academic Staff Colleges have
been established in VII Plan by UGC in universities for faculty development
, through in-service training programmes. The current number is 66.

Historically landmark events for Indian’s Skill Development landscape

Year Event

1964 | Indian Education Commission (Kothari Commission)

1968 | First National Policy for Education (NEP)

1986 New National Policy on Education

1992 Modified Policy on Education

2020 The National Education Policy 2020 has brought an
ambitious perspective of Knowledge, Skills and Skill

based Knowledge

The Academic Staff Colleges established are conducting specially
designed orientation programmes for newly appointed lecturers and
refresher courses for in service teachers. The Orientation programme is
intended to inculcate in the young lecturers the quality of self- reliance
through awareness of the social, intellectual and moral environment as
well as to discover self-potential and confidence. The orientation
programmes contributes to the teacher awareness of the problems of the
Indian society and the role of education, higher education leaders and

Kabitka 14 L 209



The Prism

ISSN 2229-7537

Vol. 14. October, 2022

educators in the resolution of these problems to achieve desired goals in

national development.

Number and Percentage of Teachers Who have undergone Faculty
Training from 2010 to 2013

Year Total Number Number of Percentage of
of Faculty Faculty Trained | Faculty Trained

2010-11 | 7,65,349 40,000 2.09

2011-12 | 12,47,453 26,420 2.11

2012-13 13,08,571 27,460 522

The total number of new teachers who have undergone training since
inception of the ASCs is about 1, 04,000 for orientation programmes and 2,
57,000 for refresher courses (UGC Annual Report, 2009). The current teacher
strength in higher education institution in the country isnearly 6 lakh after

the inclusion of private college teachers.

It was believed in the past that a college/university teacher learnt the
‘art’ of teaching on the job by emulating outstanding models such as his/
her own teachers or senior colleagues. The stock-in-trade of the college/
university teacher has always motivated the students. Today, it is no
longer adequate to expect a newly appointed teacher to acquire the ‘art’ of

teaching by emulating his/her peers.

There are five kinds of programme offered by the Academic Staff
Colleges:

i)  Orientation programmes of 4 weeks duration, for all new entrants at
the level of lecturers.

i) Refresher courses of 3 weeks duration for serving teachers and teacher

fellows, research scholars and post-doctoral fellows.
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iii) Interaction programme of 3-4 weeks for Doctoral and Post-Doctoral

and other research scholars.

iv) Short term courses of 6 day duration for professional development of
academic administrators like HoD’s, Deans, college principals and
senior faculty viz., professor and associate professor/ reader.

v) Non-teaching staff trainingprogramme of 6 days duration for
categories A, B & C including those of UGC staff

The Orientation Programme will be of four weeks duration, with
minimum of 24 working days (excluding Sundays) and 144 contact hours

(six hours a day).

The refresher course will be of three weeks duration, with minimum of
18 working days (excluding Sundays) and 108 contact hours (six hours a
day). If a participant fails to complete the requisite contact hours in a
programme, he may be permitted to make up for the backlog hours at own
cost in another programme by the ASC concerned.

The duration of the Orientation course has been reduced from four
weeks to three weeks and that of Refresher course from three weeks to two
weeks (UGC 2019)

Orientation Programme (OP): University Grants Commission (Minimum
Qualifications for Appointment of Teachers and other Academic Staffin
Universities and Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of Standards
in Higher Education) (4th Amendment), Regulations, 2016 stated that
Teachers in Universities and Colleges and Physical Education Cadres and
Librarian cadre in Universities and Colleges need to go through one
Orientation Programme (OP) for the promotion from Assistant Professor /
equivalent cadres from Stage 1 to Stage 2.

Refresher Course (RC): University Grants Commission (Minimum
Qualifications for Appointment of Teachers and other Academic Staffin

Universities and Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of Standards

L 211



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

in Higher Education) (4th Amendment), Regulations, 2016 stated that
Teachers in Universities and Colleges and Physical Education Cadres and
Librarian cadre in Universities and Colleges need to go through one RC at
stage-1, one RC at stage-2 (for Assistant Professor and Physical Education
Cadres), two RC (for Librarian Cadres) and at stage-3 one RC (for Teachers
and Librarians) and no RC for Physical Education Cadres.

Details of Requirement in Stage 1: Teachers in Universities and Colleges
and Physical Education Cadres and Librarian cadre in Universities and
Colleges Assistant Professor/equivalent cadres from Stage 1 to Stage 2
promotion one Refresher/Research Methodology Course of 2/3 weeks
duration is needed.

Details of Requirement in Stage 2: Teachers in Universities and Colleges
and Physical Education Cadres Assistant Professor/equivalent cadres from
Stage 2 to Stage 3 promotion one course / programme from among the
categories of refresher courses, methodology workshops, Training,
Teaching-Learning-Evaluation Technology Programmes, Soft Skills
development Programmes and Faculty Development Programmes of 2/3
week duration is needed.

The Librarian cadre in Universities and Colleges need to go through
two refresher courses, for a minimum period of 3 to 4 week duration to

have been undergone during the assessment period.

Details of Requirement in Stage 3: Teachers in Universities and Colleges
Assistant Professor (Stage 3) to Associate Professor (Stage 4) need to do
one course/programme from among the categories of methodology
workshops, Training, Teaching-Learning-Evaluation Technology
Programmes, Soft Skills development Programmes and Faculty

Development Programmes of minimum one week duration.
Physical Education Cadres need not to do any orientation programme.

The Librarian cadre in Universities and Colleges need to go through
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one course/training under the categories of Library automation / Analytical

tool Development for academic documentation.
4. Need

The teacher plays a key role in the development of the education system
as a whole. In teaching profession, a teacher always learns at all stages of
teaching. Learning does not stop. An extra-ordinary literary genius R.N.
Tagore says, “A lamp can never light another lamp unless if continues to
burn its own flame; a teacher can never truly teach unless he is still learning
himself”. The teacher has to be engaged in self-study and has to carry on
self-learning in order to keep himself/herself of abreast with the latest
trends in his/her subjects. This aspect is emphasized in teaching profession
which ultimately leads to growth of a teacher while in service. However, in-
service training is a path finder for the growth of professionalism of teachers.
With all these characteristics, teaching has become a noble profession
with the prime motive of rendering multi-furious services to society. The
quality of education is primarily determined by the competencies, skills,
abilities and motivation of teachers. In the present day context, teachers
have to play an enabling role in the development of the student. This
involves not only imparting knowledge and skills, but also counseling,
developing critical and innovative thinking, research, consultancy and
extension work, preparing instructional materials with the aid of educational
and information technologies and use of modern methods of management
of the educational institutions. It is therefore, necessary to update
periodically their skills, knowledge and efficiency. In this context, staff
development and training play a very crucial role. The in-service
programmes offered by UGC arethe only opportunities for the teachers to
improve themselves. Thus, it is necessary to studythe impact of orientation
programmes offered by Academic Staff Colleges on professional
development of the academic staff. Today, there are 66 Academic Staff
Colleges spread over 26 States. Andhra Pradesh has the maximum number
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i.e. 6, followed by Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh having five each. Tripura
and Nagaland are the only two States without Academic Staff Colleges.
Academic Staff Colleges have been contributing significantly to the
improvement of quality of teaching in higher education institutions in
India by enhancing the competencies of the teachers. The total number of
new teachers who have undergone training since inception of the ASCs is
about 1,04,000 for orientation programmes and 2,57,000 for refresher courses
(UGC Annual Report, 2009).

5. Challenges faced by faculty

i Itisaplace for exchanging ideas and experience in the same subject
area with peers through groupstudy. Traditional face-to-face learning
implies contact with instructors and communication with peers.Group
involvement helps us to became expert.

ii. A teacher turns student for that limitedperiod. His listening ability
and fluency in subject enhances. He/She have to complete all the
given task in class, thus it helps to be creative in thought and

action.Attentive nature also increases in this way.

iii A teacher attends lectures by eminent resource personsof various
fields of specializationin anenliving conversationand teaching
learningambience ,fully aware about the latest developments, new

methods and techniques of imparting knowledge.

iv. Teachersbenefitted by learning micro-teaching and its uses, the
development of teaching-learning material, comprehensive and
effective lesson planning, Bloom’s taxonomy, and theconstructivist

teaching approach.

v. The special orientation programme in IT is to literate and
awareteachers aout latest development of computers. The new entrants
as well as in-service teachers are made familiar with use of software

tools irrespective of the subject/discipline they are teaching.
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Acquisition of knowledge is a two-way process between the teachers
and the resource person, therefore, collectively they must advance to
the frontiers of knowledge.

Hands on training of advanced analytical instruments in the application
areas of interdisciplinary sciences is possbile only in offline classes.

Alots of opportunity for questioning and instant feedback is the

main interesting part of live lectures in a classroom.

Visiting a documentation-centre-cum-library for reference and source
materials necessary for the courses

Lecturers enhance the quality of self-reliance through awareness of

the social, intellectual and moral environment.

Collect specially designed material required for effective
implementation of the courses;

Create a culture of learning and self-improvement among teachers so
that it becomes an integral part of the educational system at the tertiary
level.

Enjoy opportunities in service to exchange experience with our peers
and to mutually learn from each other;

Accessa forum to abreast of the latest advances in various subjects;

. Teachersget opportunities to further widen their knowledge and to

pursue research studies;

Teachersaware/learn new methods and innovations in higher
education so that they can in turn develop their own innovative
methods of instruction;

Issues faced -by faculty

Mother-baby : Mother teacher educators’ participation in the in-service
training courses is very minimal. A mother educator have tolook after
her baby and household works side by side of her work.She faced
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iii)

iv)

vi)

vii)

many barriers such as location of training sites, lack of security in
training centers, and also family pressure not to attend the training
courses. Very few training center provides accommodation for the
caretaker of babay in training centers, so for the tenure of training,
mother educator have to arrange different accommodation outside

HRDC, maintenance of both is quite a tough job for a mother.

Geographical distance:Teacherscann’t attend the course for
geographical distance in time. Due to long distance sometimes it is
not possible to attend a training, though seems interesting and eminent

resource persoms.

Institutional problems: Sometimes institute also became a strand to
pursue a training. Senior teachers gets priviledge and teachers are
not given no ojection in due time, thus teachers fails to join a course.

Single male member of family: They have lots of responsibility. If
hebecame absent in his family for a long period suffer different

problems. Household works, different official works etc

Limited seats: as our training center has limited seats, sometimes
interested participants have to wait for a long time to get chance in a
nearer HRDC, Sometime teacher do not get chance to attend the

course in propertime.

Age: So aged teacher suffer different problesin travelling and sitting

long duration in class room.

Inappropriate Course Time: Some time the schedule of Course is not

appropriate

Shortage of leave: College do not provide extra leave . So teacher can
not attend the course outside the state. Only 2 days are given as
ondutyefore and after the tenure of course. So, teachers have to take
leave from his own account to attend a outstate training

High Course Fee with travelling cost also include accommodation
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cost if the institute is outside the state.

7. In pandemic situation school and colleges are closed near about 2
years whose bad effect expression have been shown from both teachers
and students. Both urban and rural students as well as teachers have
faced various problem specially the rural teachers and students have

suffered more.

Maximum teachers have no good knowledge regarding application of
new technologies. They were not well equipped and trained in online
teaching. They needtraining in conducting online teaching. Many
institutions instructed teachers to teach online without any training on
open-source software, They were not acquainted with online teaching
platforms, they tried the open-source platform but were not confident.
They had insufficient knowledge of online teaching, but because of the
lockdown, they used open sources for online teaching.As a result, they
have to give effort to learn it and after that they can teach to the learners.

7.1. Meeting the issues faced by faculty

The above issues can be solved by technology enabled flexible learning
system (TeFL). The TeFL system because of its inbuilt learner friendly
feature and flexibility has the potential to enable the learners to deal with
the challenging and difficult task of acquiring skills. Through flexible
learning methodology and with the help of Information and Communication
Technology (ITC), virtual laboratory and virtual workshop a large number
of persons can be trained / retrained with a specific skill. The existing work
force can also take advantage of re- training or upskilling through the
TeFL.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching
(PMMMNMTT), 2015

Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching
(PMMMNMTT) is a Central Scheme with all India-coveraged, launched
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by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India in
March 2015. The new schemes is an umbrella scheme which will create
synergies among the various ongoing initiatives on teachers and teaching
under the union ministry of HRD and other autonomous onstitutions. The
Mission would focus on the whole sector of education without
grogmenting the programmes based on levels and sector as school,higher,
technical etc.The proposed Mission is envisaged to address
comprehensively all issues related to teachers,teaching,teacher preparation
and professional development.

The Scheme of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on
Teachers and Teaching has the following goals:

O To ensure a coordinated approach so as to holistically address the
various shortcomings relating to teachers and teaching across the
educational spectrum ranging from school education to higher
education including technical education; using the best international

practices for excellence.

O To create and strengthen the institutional mechanisms (Schools of
Education, Institutes of Academic leadership and Education
Management, Subject based networks, Teaching-learning Centres etc.)
atthe Centre & in the States, for augmenting training and discipline-
wise capacity building of faculty and their periodic assessment for
excellence.

O Toempower teachers and faculty during through training, re-training,
refresher and orientation programmes in generic skills, pedagogic
skills, discipline specific content upgradation, ICT and technology
enabled training and other appropriate interventions.

The Mission would address:

a) Current and urgent issues such as supply of qualified

teachers,attracting talent into teaching profession and raising the
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quality of teaching in school and colleges.

b) Itisalsoenvisaged that the Teacher Mission would pursue long term
goal of uilding a strong professional cadre of teachers by setting
performance standards and creating top class institutional facilities
for innovative teaching and prosessional development of teachers.

Faculty Induction Programme
UGC has developed Faculty Induction Programme (FIP) for all the newly

recruited teachers. The objectives of the FIP is to familiarise the teachers
with the structure, functioning, rules, regulations etc; understand their
roles and responsibilities; explore pedagogical processes and recognise
the importance of self-development and nurturing ethics and values in
higher education. For this purpose, UGC has prepared a Framework on
Faculty Induction Programme and will be uploaded on website shortly.
UGC has organised workshops Training of Teachers (ToT) at Pune,
Ahmedabad, Pondicherry and Sonepat. About 640 teachers have been
trained for imparting the Teacher Induction Programme. Guidelines for
Teacher Induction Programme *“Guru Dakshta” were launched by Hon’ble
Minister of Human Resource Development on 26.12.2019.

Guru Dakshta-Faculty Induction Programme (FIP) One of the mandates
set by the University Grants Commission is the development and
implementation of a high quality Faculty Induction programme (FIP) for
newly recruited faculty to improve their teaching and management skills,
adjust to the culture of higher education institutions and better understand
their professional responsibilities in higher education institutions. The
Commission has thus, designed a formal systematic Faculty Induction
Programme (FIP)-Guru Dakshta for transition of newly recruited faculty
into the teaching profession. As per the guidelines, it is mandatory for all
newly recruited faculty members to go through the FIP within one year of
their joining service and implementing the FIP will be the responsibility of
the UGCHuman Resource Development Centres (HRDCs). HRDCs at
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present are conducting Orientation Programmes for teachers to achieve
desired goals of imparting basic skills and sensitivities which a teacher
needs for effective class-room teaching and making himself/herself
sufficient and keeping abreast of new knowledge. The entry-level Assistant
Professors (Level 10)is eligible for promotion under the Career Advancement
Scheme (CAS) through two successive levels (Level 11 and Level 12),
provided they have; i. Attended one Orientation Course of 21 days’ duration
on teaching methodology; and ii. Completed one Refresher/Research
Methodology Course.

No. of Beneficiaries under Guru Dakshta-Faculty Induction Programme
for 2019-20, 2020-21

Number of Universities Beneficiaries
201920 2020-21
33 12580 3818

Annual Refresher Progamme in Teaching (ARPIT) A unique initiative of
online professional development of in-service teachers’ of higher
education’ using MOOC:s platform SWAYAM-Annual Refresher Progamme
in Teaching (ARPIT) was launched by MHRD on 13th November, 2018.
The ARPIT is 40 hour programme with 20 hours of video content offered in
a highly flexible format which can be done at one’s own pace and time. The
progrmme has built-in assessment exercises and activities as part of the
academic progression in the course. At the end of the course, there is a
provision for terminal assessment which can be either online of written
examination. It has been decided by the UGC that successful completion
of the courses offered under the ARPIT programme with 40 hour of
instruction material with a proctored examination will be treated as

equivalent to one Refresher Course for the purposes of career Advancemen

The latest development in the field is the massive open online courses
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(MOQC:s), offered by the ministry of Human Resource Development as
the Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT), for professional
development. The UGC notified the equivalence of ARPIT as a refresher
course for career advancement of faculty. It was claimed that 15 lakh higher
education faculty would be trained using the MOOCs platform- the
SWAYAM portal. In the first phase, 71 discipline- specific universities
and institutes were notified as national resource centres (NRCs) and were
tasked to prepare online training material with a focus on latest
developments in the discipline, new and emerging trends, pedagogical
improvements and methodologies for transacting the revised curriculum
(MHRD 2019). The training materials were uploaded and made available to
any in- service teacher, irrespective of their subject and seniority on
registration. More than 50,000 teachers registered in these courses but
only 5,478 appeared in the terminal assessment (Banchariya 2019),which
is about 10% of the total.

To call these programmes MOOCs would be a misnomer, since the
core features of MOOCs, such as mentorship, discussion board,
assignments, standalone exams/quizzes, are not available in the NRC
courses. Only the content is online in the form of video lectures, PowerPoint
presentations and text. Training is different from knowledge gathering in
many aspects. This point has been missed by ARPIT. The feedback of
faculty who had attended both on site- and off-site training programmes
revels that the online programmes are not engaging enough, and the
advantages of on-site courses, such as brainstorming debates, exposure
to fresh ideas and peer networking are not compensated by the MOOC:s.
The experiment of leveraging information and communication technology
to train a massive number of faculty in one go still needs a lot of refinement.
The professional development scene is chaotic, thinly spread and
directionless at the moments, in spite of large investments of money, efforts
and time. Professionally socialized faculty, trained in the scientific methods
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of pedagogy and well versed with the challenging domain of teaching
learning, go on to become agents of quality regulation in higher education.
A sound, well-though-out, and visionary professional development policy
is urgently needed, followed by the establishment of or enrichment of
dedicated nodal centres of faculty development.

Conclusion

In the twenty first century higher education has under gone the speedy
changes. Teaching process may not be static. Teachers are supposed to
excel in every related aspects of Higher education including class room
teaching practice. Role of higher education teachers has become
diversified: teacher, curriculum developer and researcher. Except all these,
a teacher has to perform as a counsellor, administrator, policy makers and
so on. So teacher has to perform dynamic role and this can be possible
when he/she is Continued professional development satisfied with his
work.Digital learning would be a new normal in the present age.Digital
platform facilitates self learning,personalized learning, peer learning to
clear doubts or to solve a problem.A person may access a well designed
online academic content to increase his/her skill and /or knowledge at any
time and any where, most of the limitations are manageable and can be
mitigated if taken into account carefully .The in service faculty may take

the opportunities to re-skill/re-learn through digital learning.
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Voices of the Margin are Heard:
A Study in the Concept of Nation in
the Light of Swami Vivekananda

Parthasarathi Mandal

Abstract

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) was a towering personality of the 19th
century, who redefined our outlook to human nature and society. Swamiji’s
electrifing speeches and letters were a source of optimism and inspiration
for the advance of human prosperity and emancipation. Long before the
publication Spivak’s time winning easy ““Can the Subaltern Speak?”’(1985)
asserts that through socialism ,the ‘Shudras’,the lowest class will come to
power and in democracy the distribution of physical comforts and
education will give voices to the masses. Ania Loomba in her Colonialism
/ Post Colonialism” refers to Jean Baudriliard who remarks that “the masses”
are The Leitmotif of every discourse, they are the obsession of every
social project’ which claims to make the oppressed speak (1983:48-
49).”(Loomba, 232).Vivekananda in his analysis of the course of world
history viewed that four castes: ‘Brahamin’, ‘Kshatriya, ‘Vaishya’and
‘Shudra’ would rule the world alternatively. He believed in the elevation of
masses keeping consonance with the religious sentiment as it can be

achieved through the platform of conduct, character and spirituality. The
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unrepresented will be represented with their prosperity and emancipation
and their journey from the margin to the centre will automatically be made
possible and consequently their voices will be heard when the nation
state will be built as Swamiji viewed. In this paper an attempt has been
made to find out how the voices of the margin are heard in a nation when

it is built as per Swamiji’s ideal.

KeyWords: subaltern; socialism; masses; representation; spirituality;

Nation—state

‘Socialism’ the very term refuses to be defined though it is a western
concept and generally Marx’s name is intimately associated with it. But it
owes its origin to Robert Owen who in 1853 established “Association of
All classes in All Nations. However, Marx put this concept in the ground
of science and made it more vibrant. Marx thought that a state is a machine
of oppression by one class against the other and this oppression is executed
through two tools one by ‘religion’ and another by ‘state’ and he hoped
when communism will be established, the state will have no class, state
and religion will vanish automatically. He says:

The cohesive force of civilized society is the state which in all
typical periods is exclusively the state of the ruling class, and in
all cases remains essentially a machine for keeping down the
oppressed, exploited class. (323)

Socialistic nation is a kind of nation where the means of production,
distribution, and exchange should be regulated or owned by the community
and this type of nation will do away with special privilege for a particular
class of people is a synthesis of all the good qualities of different
communities. Here we may quote Marx to substantiate his view on the
socialistic pattern of nation:

As soon as the distribution of labour comes into being, each
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man has a particular, exclusive sphere of activity, which is hunter,
a fisherman , a shepherd, or a critical critic, and must remain so if
he does not want to lose his means of livelihood; while in
communist society, where nobody has one exclusive sphere of
activity but each can become accomplished in any branch he
wishes, society regulates the general production and thus makes
it possible for me to do one thing today and another tomorrow, to
hunt in the morning, fish in the afternoon, rear cattle in the evening,
criticize after dinner, just as | have a mind, without ever becoming

hunter, fisherman, shepherd or critic’. (44 -45)

This is what Marx thought of a society where there is no oppression
and repression. Mankind is ever tree and ever happy. Vivekananda also
advocated a type a society free from oppression and repression. He says
ina letter on 1.11.1896, “I am a socialist, not because it is a perfect system,
but because I believe that half a loaf is better than no bread” (381)

Vivekananda also voiced forth his views on the oppressive nature of
the state. To him individuality is the backbone of any good nation. He
discarded the Hegelian concept of state when he says “The state is the
man in his fullness and perfection of development” (71 - 72). Vivekananda
says that the people of the country are the source of all power. Intact, his

vedantic philosophy supports the importance of individuality. He exhorts:

Fortunately for us Hegelianism was nipped in the bud and not
allowed to sprout and cast its harmful shoots over this motherland
of ours (342).

However through his understanding of history, he came to know how
state has been utilized to oppress one class by the other. Vivekananda has
explained, through analogy, how oppression takes place in a state, the
farmer gets nothing, the king and the merchant class get the maximum
benefit but the producer finds satisfaction onlyin chanting ‘Hai Bhagaban’.
In fact ‘the people’, as Swamiji says, “will certainly want the satisfaction
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of their material needs, less work, no oppression, no war, more food.”
(202). In this context we find similarity between Swamiji and Marx. But if
we go deep into the matter that they are poles asunder. Bhupendra Nath
Dutta pointed out that in the context of the nature of state there is a
similarity. (foreword). Now let us discuss, what is unique in Marx. In a

letter Marx has pointed out;
What I did that was new was to prove:

1) That the existence of classes is only bound up with particular

historical phases in the development of production,

2) That the class struggle necessarily leads who the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

3) That this dictatorship itself only constitutes the transition
to the abolition of all classes and to a classless society. (662)

In fact, Marx wants the abolition of individuality in the alter of
community or communism. Vivekananda never supports this; his concept
of nation was man centric. Swami Someswarananda in his essay “Nutun
Prithibir Sandhane; Karl Marx and Swami Vekananda “ has pointed out
that thinking for man is the life blood of Vivekananda’s thought and
motivation western philosophers like Bentham , Kontz , Mill wanted to
turn man to the highest level of perfection Swamiji wanted to establish
man in his own selfthat his known as “Narayan” the pinacle of perfection.
Dr. Ashit Bandhyapadhya very significantly points out, “Western
Humanity has turned iron cage into golden cage but Vivekananda’s
humanism is based on the free floor the basis of which is found in Vedanta
(183)” but the similarity between Marx and Vivekananda is found here in
the context of humanism. Both wanted to see humanity in a place where
machinery of oppression will not show its naked claws. In this context we

may quote Prof. Pascal:

It is his ideal of human emancipation, of “humanism”, that
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inspires him. He hates the fetters that prevent the practical and
spiritual like of men and drives steadily forward to a definition of
the barrier that lie in the way of the achievement of human society
or social humanity “ — socialism , this passionate belief in the
dignity of man was is abiding inspiration of work . (22)

Adam Saf in his book “A Philosophy of Man”, has proved that
humanism is the centre of focus in Marx. Dr: Bhupendra Nath Dutta calls

Vivekananda a ‘patriot and prophet’ and says:

... The desideratum according to him is to raise the masses, to
educate them and to elevate them in the scale of advanced
humanity” (2 - 3)

Vivekananda wanted such a socialistic nation where every human
being finds his own freedom.Swamiji boldly proclaims;

Freedom is the watch word, Be free! A free body, a free mind, and
a free soul! That is what I have felt all my life: I would rather be
doing evil freely than be doing good under bondage. (516).

The subaltern class will take the lead. Marx says in favour of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Vivekananda says the leadership of the
‘sudras.’” He pointed out that this will start either in Russia or in China.
“You take it from me, this rising of the sudras will take place first in Russia,
and then in China” (335)

Like Marx, Vivekananda never wants to sacrifice the individual feature
of human being and for that matter of the nation. The development of the
state is possible if the individuality is stressed and plans are formulated
according to its own characteristic feature. Vivekananda says that every
nation has its own ideal- and they are their backbone, to some nations it is
politics, to some it is social development, to some it is mental development
or something else. In a lecture at Lahore Vivekananda put stress on the

individuality of a particular race.
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Thus everyone born in to this world has a bent, a direction
towards which he must go, through which he must live, and what
is true of the individual is equally true of the race. Each race,
similarly, has a peculiar bent, each race has a peculiar raison
d’étre, each race has a peculiar mission to fulfill in the life of the
world. (108)

In this context Marx is silent, though he has pointed out four types of
pre-capitalist formations like— Asiatic, Slavonic, Ancient classical and
Germanic, (95) though he mentioned the process of development of different
nations, but individuality of any particular nation is not mentioned in his
writings . But what Swamiji mentioned earlier, is found to be operative in
the later

Marxists like AntoniGramsi and Palmiro Togliati of Italy, Kimi-Ul-Sung
of North Koria have put stress on the individual characteristic feature of
their own nation. In this context we may quote from the “Letter to Soviet

Leaders” by Alexander Solzhenitsyn:

To run a country like Russia you need to have a national policy
and to feel constantly at your back all the even hundred years of
its history, not but the last fifty—five—five percent’ (58)

In fact, at present we see, every country even communist China has
formulated its own policy based on their demands. Moa- Tse-Tung has
explained the nature of Marxian democracy in the following words:

This new democratic republic will be different from the old
European American form of capitalist republic. ...On the other
hand, it will also be different from the socialist republic of the
Soviet type under the dictatorship of the proletariat which is ...
in the U.S.S.R. ...for a certain historical period, this form (L.E.,
Soviet type) is not suitable for the ...colonial and semi - colonial

countries ...therefore, a third form of state must be adopted in ...
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all colonial and semi-colonial countries, namely, the new—

democratic republic. * (350)

In the present day world, we find that the people are in favour of
democratic socialism which Vivekananda thought to be the best form of
government. He says that in a good government the rulers and the ruled
will drive to the same objective. i.e. to do good for the masses. John Stuart
Mill in his famous book “Representative Government” has said the same
thing. He said that a good government is no substitute for self government.
Vivekananda has also pointed out its draw backs both from the ruler and
the ruled.

He thinks that socialistic pattern of a nation must provide liberty to
people and this concept of liberty is from his Vendantic philosophy here
life is thought to be ever free and in the words of Tagore it is the ‘heaven
of freedom”. Swamiji wanted to have a nation where development of
individuality is to be given priority and the creation of state will be fruitful
when this ideal will be achieved, Vivekananda believed that man has created
this society not to sacrifice his individuality but rather to nourish his
individuality.

In fact Vivekananda concept of socialism is bounded on practical
Vedanta and therefore more pragmatic and in the present day world we
see, democratic socialism is given due importance and the communists
countries are found to follow democratic ideals combined with socialism.
Now a days in China the demand for individual rights is gaining ground.
Vivekananda exhorts:

I consider that the great national sin is the neglect of the masses
and that is one of the causes of our downfall. No amount of
politics would be of any avail until the masses in India are once
more well educated, well-fed and well cared for. (222 - 23)

Thus we may conclude that highest form of socialistic nation is
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possible when the ‘masses’ are given due care and attention and their ever
free soul is recognized. Intact, a socialistic nation will run successfully

when it will recognize as Vivekananda says:

You are free, free, and free! oh blessed am I ! Freedom am I! I am
infinite! In my soul I can find no beginning and no end. All is
myself! In its essence, it is free, unbounded, holy pure and perfect.
No books, no scriptures, no science can ever imagine the glory
of the self they appear as man, the most glorious God that ever

existed, exists, or ever will exist. (250)

In fact, Swami Vivekananda,, as said earlier, speaks in favour of leveling
up i.e. the upliftment of human beings on the other hand Marx speaks in
favour of leveling down i.e classless society. Through upliftment the
marginalized section will come to the fore front. Today nations across the
world have taken different welfare scheme to bring the weaker section of
the society to the centre this idea was visualized by Swamiji as it will
smoother the process of leveling up and that will lead us to the land of our

heart’s desire.
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Secularism in the Indian Context
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Abstract

In today’s world, the concept of ‘secularism’ is passionately debated. In
India, this debate concerns whether this concept fits with Indian culture
and whether this concept is better than the Indian idea of sarva-dharma-
samavaba. There are many critics for and against secularism, and this
article touches on their arguments and tries to contextualise this debate in

the broader idea of liberal democracy along with the Indian debate.

Keywords: Secularism, India, sarva-dharma-samavaba, liberal democracy

Let us approach the concept of secularism unconventionally, and
instead of finding its root in some Latin word and then explaining its
etymological development in ancient Greece, let us approach it by asking
what it performs in our world and its relevance today. Secularism is a
political and social approach whose sole aim is avoiding religious
discrimination in the affairs of the State. There are many ways to achieve
this non-discrimination. So there are many types of secularism practised
by countries. On the one side, some argue that as State should be neutral
in the matters of religion, it had better adopt no religion, support none and
interfere into the affairs of none. On the other hand, there are some states
who adopt the role of a paternalistic interventionist one which does not
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adopt any particular religion but takes care of every religion with equal
respect and bestows privilege upon all religions. These two form two

extreme of the scale and in between come many more secularisms.

Secularism arose as an inherent component of democracy. The concept
of democracy evolved as a replacement for monarchy and state monopoly.
The early democracy was confined within the bourgeoisie and aristocrats
as they were afraid that ifall the people participate in the democracy then
the poor masses would craft the state policies in such a way that would
give undue and illegal favour to the masses and would deprive this elite
bourgeoisie and aristocrats. Then came the mechanisms for separating
the powers of the State among the executive, judiciary and legislature in
order to achieve the effect of check and balance. Then, as the democratic
institution came to encompass a larger section of the masses, the concept
of several inalienable rights sought to protect the citizens from majoritarian
dictatorship. The concept of secularism, which originated earlier, found a
suitable place to continue. Like these rights secularism also serves the
purpose of protecting religious minorities from any possible majoritarian
religious imposition and dictatorship.

Looking at this concept from this angle the objections by critics of
secularism like T N Madan, who argue that as the concept of secularism
arose in Europe it is proper for Europe only, seem an ungrounded fear of
secularism. But if we give a closer look at his critique of secularism we will
find that by secularism he is considering the concept in its Indian narrow
sense. For him, secularism means a concept which advocates separation
between State and the religious establishment and confining religion to
the private sphere, developed in Europe. When discussing secularism, he
fails to dissociate from secularism its western origin and fails to appreciate
it as a concept that humanity feels needed in a given historical time and

place.

AshisNandy too considers the existence of only one type of secularism
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when he writes a critique of secularism in his An Anti-Secularist
Manifestoand The Politics of Secularism and the Recovery of Religious
Toleration. Although he is right when discussing Indian secularism that
secularism has itself become a doctrine which attempts to replace religion
which advocates of secularism like D E Smith propagates.But he fails to
consider the fact that there are many modes of secularism, and this form of
repressive secularism is one of them. Marc Galanter highlights the same
issue when he discusses the problem of excessive interference by the
Indian State and judiciary. But he argues that, given the deeply religious
environment of India, a different approach towards secularism with less
State and judicial interference is possible and appropriate for India. T N
Madan also considers the issue of cultural difference between the West
and India and thus he rejects secularism straightaway as a foreign concept

but Galanter seeks to improve upon it.

Ashis Nandy is right when he fears that secularism has become a
doctrine that seeks to replace religion. It is true that the state policy of
secularism curtails the boundary of religion and in a secular society religion
can only exist subordinate to secularism and remain within the boundary
and limitations set out by the secular authority. Thus, a believer’s concept
ofideal religion never finds full expression in a democratic society. This is
an ongoing battle between the State on the one hand and religions on the
other hand over the possession of the individual and his/her life. The
State demands full allegiance from the individual and wants the individual
to follow the constitution and rule of law while the religions want individual
believers to follow their path to achieve the ultimate goal. When the State
and religions fight with each other over possession of the individual, the
crisis of secularism emerges. When the State becomes too involved in the
citizens’ religious affairs and tries to shape religions according to the
ideals of secularism, the citizens become concerned about the survival of
their religion and hence their identity.

L 235



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 14. October, 2022

AshisNandy feels concerned about the motive of secularism because
of the State’s excessive interference in religion, attempt to regulate religious
affairs and try to homogenise religions. He feels the emergence of religious
communalism is because of this dominance of secularism, which is anti-
religious in nature. Both Nandy and Madan express their concern that the
kind of secularism practised in India has unfortunately associated
secularism with modernism and religiosity with backwardness. This implies
that there is something wrong with the Indian mode of secularism.
Nandycategorises four types of individuals possible in modern India based
on their religious practice. He finds them arranged in their descending
order of importance in our modern society. In the first category came those
who are not believers in religion, neither in private nor in public life, e. g.
Jawaharlal Nehru. In the second strata comes those who are believers in
religion in private but not in public, e. g. Indira Gandhi. The third strata
consist of those who are not a believer in private but make a public display
of religion, e. g. Jinnah and Savarkar. And in the last strata comes those
who believe in religion in private and public, e. g. M K Gandhi. He deplores
the fact that our society positions the Father of Our nation and people like

him at that strata. Hence Madan says:

“...the only way secularism in South Asia, understood as
interreligious understanding, may succeed would be for us to
take both religion and secularism seriously and not reject the
former as superstition and reduce the latter to a mask for
communalism or mere expediency. Secularism would have to imply
that those who profess no religion have a place in society equal
to that of others, not higher or lower.” (Madan 314)

Michael J Sandel in his “Religious Liberty: Freedom of Choice or
Freedom of Conscience” approaches the question from a liberalist point
of view and argues that individual belief should not be subject to coercion.
He builds his theory on the agreement that “Religious beliefs are ‘worthy
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of respect’, not in virtue of what they are beliefs in, but rather in virtue of
being ‘the product of free and voluntary choice’, in virtue of being beliefs
ofa self unencumbered by convictions antecedent to choice.” (Sandel 84)
He considers this belief as a voluntarist, as an individual’s participation in
religion is purely voluntary. Without discarding his beliefin the individual’s
right, he stretches the argument further and finds that this voluntarist idea
is insufficient to describe the religious experience fully because sometimes
religious practices are sometimes obligations which an individual is

powerless to disobey.

To sum up, we have here discussed so far the arguments for secularism
which can be classified into two- the first one argues that secularism is a
mark of modern society, and in a democratic nation, uniformity is a must to
strengthen the nation. Here, secularism can effectively remove the
bewildering religious diversity, which is an obstacle to this unification.
The second argument is critical of the first one as it argues that the former
argument talks about modernity but forgets that individual liberty and
autonomy are the essences of modernism. This latter argument argues for
secularism because it thinks that secularism respects an individual’s right
to make choices and decisions. We have also discussed arguments against
secularism which can also be divided into two- the first argument is that
secularism is foreign in India and so it cannot work in India; the second
argument is that the state interference, curtailment and imposition of
secularisation attempt to establish homogeneity through the country and
propagate and establish secularism as a doctrine and as a replacement of

conventional religion.

Whatever be the argument against or for secularism in India one
argument may be made for secularism is that in a democratic nation or
society secularism has validity because of two fundamental reasons
associated with democracy itself. The first argument is related to the second

argument for secularism. It is our democratic nation is built on adult franchise
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and this adult franchise is based on the liberal modern notion of the
individual’s right and capability of making independent decisions which
we all should respect whether we agree or not. So we cannot deny the
same individual right in the sphere of religion. The second argument can
be made from the perspective of religious minorities. It argues that
democracy is considered the best possible mode of government- not the
best mode of government- because of many factors. One of them is the
possibility of becoming a dictatorship or the whim of the majority. In order
to prevent the State from becoming such a tool at the hands of the majority,
there are rights enshrined in the constitution that are inalienable. One’s
right to practice, profess and propagate one’s religion comes under such

rights.
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Abstract

One of Mary Wollstonecraft’s more accomplished essays that have
received the least attention is An Historical and Moral View of the French
Revolution. In this essay, we argue that the text’s avoidance of the
characteristics we connect with Wollstonecraft’s writings — specifically,
those characteristics that appear to support or establish a figure of
Wollstonecraft-the-feminist — may be the cause of its under-appreciation
in Wollstonecraft studies. An Historical and Moral View of the French
Revolution, albeit Wollstonecraft’s longest and most careful book, seems
awkwardly positioned in comparison to her more well-known Vindications
and novels. We provide an interpretation of this text and connections to
the impersonal and detached writing style, the lack of a female voice. We
argue that An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution presents
arich and suggestive artifact for the study of women’s past writing because
it appears to record the woman writer’s struggle with definitions of femininity
at the time of writing.

Keywords: Mary Wollstonecraft, An Historical and Moral View of the
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An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution(1794),
Wollstonecraft’s second published contribution to the revolution debate.
Her A Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790) was ‘an impassioned letter’
addressed to Edmund Burke at a time when debates were more centered
on theoretical and practical breakthroughs in British political thought than
on the actual or hypothetical events occurring in France. At the time,
speculation surrounded the revolution’s outcome. Her An Historical and
Moral View of the French Revolutionis written with knowledge of the
intervening political events, including the September Massacres of 1792,
Louis XVTI’s execution in 1793, and the suspension of Habeas Corpus in
Britain in 1793.1t was a time when Britain and revolutionary France were at
war. Her A Vindication of the Rights of Menis concerned to dispel Burke’s

fears of an obviously growing radical tendency in British political culture.

In some significant ways, one may argue that Wollstonecraft’s A
Vindication of the Rights of Men was influenced by her engagement with
and opposition to certain facets of patriarchal politics and thought. Burke’s
Reflections on the Revolution in France manipulates what Carole Pateman
has referred to as the reader’s interest in “traditional patriarchal thought”
which “assimilates all power relations to paternal rule”(p.22). This character
is highlighted in Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France in chapters
that discuss patrilineage and defend ‘the family’ from the irrational
Revolutionary crowd. In response, Wollstonecraft questioned inheritance
rules and the requirement for marriage and, in accordance with other radical
literature of the time, proposed that ‘virtue’ be used in place of or in
addition to property as a measure of social and political value (p. 474). An
Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution, written as it is after
the amputation of what Lynn Hunt has referred to as ‘the political father,’
might also be placed in relation to Wollstonecraft’s sensitivity to features
of patriarchalism (p. 67).In contrast to more overt claims of Wollstonecraft’s
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liberal feminism, this discussion does not assume that she is theoretically
familiar with the term patriarchalism. Instead, it brings up a point from her
An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution. For instance, it is
noteworthy that the main anti-patriarchal action has not taken place since
she first discussed the French Revolution, only six weeks after her
emergence in Paris, and after she saw the King personally being led through
the streets to be convicted of treason, but is kept outside the confines

both chronological and thematic, of her assessment of that Revolution.

Consequently, we can also contend that this ostensibly insignificant
act of situating her An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution
presents us with a more substantial absence than what it initially appears
to be. Her An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution is made
possible by the deceased King’s absence, in both meanings of the word.
The An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution does not
immediately display the gender-consciousness that permeates
Wollstonecraft’s mature writings and for which she is remembered. This
gender-consciousness can be summed up as her insistence on a ‘manly’
style, idea of a ‘revolution in female manners,” preoccupation with peculiarly
female suffering and its causes, and meditations on the role of women.This
in and of itself is intriguing. As it raises concerns about her ‘feminist’
ideology and deviates from the popular perception of Wollstonecraft as a
feminist, it gives a justification for the work’s secondary standing in
editions and commentaries on Wollstonecraft. The author of An Historical
and Moral View of the French Revolution does not explicitly state her
gender during the course of the tale, in contrast to the narrative voices
found in the works cited above, which make such assertions. What we are
examining here is the nature and consequences of the dual repression that
seems to be at play when two big absences occur simultaneously. Why
would Wollstonecraft close the story in 1792, just before she arrived in
Paris, avoiding any mention of the King’s execution while also changing
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the tone of her writing to avoid any suggestion of the author’s femininity
or to make claims on behalf of that femininity, as is a hallmark of her earlier
and later writings? A Vindication of the Rights of Men’s epistolary format
suggested that Wollstonecraft, the author was at her desk, Burke’s
Reflections on the Revolution in France opened in front of her.

Similar to Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France, this A
Vindication of the Rights of Men takes the form of a Letter to the Right
Honourable Edmund Burke and depends on the creation of a first-person
figure for rhetorical persuasion. This character begs, contends, does not
patronise, reverences, and is not intimidated in the opening paragraph of
the letter. She also refuses to apologise and does not mask her feelings by
using truncated sentences or period-twisting. A Vindication of the Rights
of Woman often and explicitly alludes to the narrator’s gender, bases
defenses on “because I am a woman,” and engages in gallant discourse
with a presumed female audience: “My own sex, I hope, will excuse me if1
treat them like rational creatures”(p.10-11).

The narrator in the An Historical and Moral View of the French
Revolution is noticeably aloof, primarily interested in pointing out and
elaborating on the impersonal forces shaping history. Because it uses the
third person and is an abstract topic of inquiry, it is already two steps
away from the dialogic intimacy of A Vindication of the Rights of Men and
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman in its opening statement, “When we
contemplate the infancy of man.” An Historical and Moral View of the
French Revolution stays in the third person up until the author arrives in
Versailles, when a sensitive figure is seen reflected in the Palace’s mirrors.
An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution then quickly
switches back to the third person. The political climate in which
Wollstonecraft wrote may help to explain why she created a representative,
ungendered narrator whose account of the Revolution could not be
associated with her own personal experience of that Revolution. In a letter
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to her sister Everina, Wollstonecraft claims that Helen Maria Williams
advised her to ‘burn’ the book because she feared for her life if it had been
‘found’ in the midst of Jacobin animosity against British ‘spies’ (Collected
Letters, p. 250). Wollstonecraft added the following post-script to a letter
to Eliza Bishop dated June 24th, 1793, which she sent from her home
outside of Paris: “Donot touch on politics” (p. 233). A potential justification
for keeping the story inside the less sensitive historical period of 1789 —

1792 is a sense of personal peril in a dangerous and unpredictable time.

In her A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Wollstonecraft is
concerned with arguing and proving that women are just as capable as
men of “drawing comprehensive conclusions from individual
observations”. This was a significant claim since it demanded intellectual
equality in terms of how women could attain the greatest levels of thinking.
She cites John Locke’s ‘definition of liberty’ in the first chapter of An
Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution as an origin of “The
Elements of the Declaration of the Rights of Man,” and both her Vindications
and her early work, Thoughts on the Education of Daughters, acknowledge
her use of his writings. Her phrase, ‘the power of generalising ideas,’
evokes some powerful sources, in itself a claim by Wollstonecraft to “that
[which] really deserves the name of knowledge.” The capacity to think
abstractly and to reach broad conclusions is seen by Locke in his Essay
Concerning Human Understanding (1689) as a defining quality of the
human: “If it may be doubted, Whether Beasts compound and enlarge
their Ideas that way, to any degree: This, I think, I may be positive in, That
the power of Abstracting is not at all in them; and that the having of
general Ideas, is that which puts a perfect distinction betwixt Man and
Brutes; and is an Excellency which the Faculties of Brutes do by no means
attain to” (p.159). This context explains why her comment was made with
such passion: “How grossly do they insult us who advise us only to
render ourselves gentle, domestic brutes!” (A Vindication of the Rights of
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Woman, p. 22)

The sex-based hierarchy of minds in Rousseau’s Emile (1762), which
Wollstonecraft had read in-depth for her A Vindication of the Rights of
Woman, preoccupied her throughout. In Emile, Rousseau calls female
reason the ‘practical’ counterpart to male reason. Women are seen as the
complimentary opposite of masculine reason because they are skilled in
‘detail” but unable to ‘discover principles,” and the complementarily is
imagined as “a moral person of which woman is the eye and man the
hand”(p.340).He focuses on the effects of sexual difference on the mind
and morals of the female relative to the male in Book V, as demonstrated by
anatomy in “the union of the sexes.” He bases his case on the idea that
‘gender’ follows ‘sex’ as a logical consequence of observed biology, making
the former seem to follow in the footsteps of the latter. It is Book V of Emile
that Wollstonecraft perceived to be a ‘sensuous’ flaw in Rousseau’s
otherwise admirable philosophy—an error that required a reasonable woman
to address — likely after reading Catherine Macaulay’s Letters on Education.
Her text parodies Rousseau’s idea that a husband and wife form ‘one
moral being’ by rewriting his description of sexed reason. She deflates the
image’s seductive symmetry by identifying the polarisation of reasoning
between the sexes as one that attributes ‘abstract reason’ to the man and
‘practical reason’ to the female: ““he may be generalising his ideas as he
bets away his fortune, leaving all the minutiae of education to his helpmate,
or to chance” (A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, p. 100-101).

When he says that a woman is always a woman, Rousseau is clear
about what he means. “the performance of her functions requires a special
constitution” (Emile, p. 324). These ‘functions’ include ‘pregnancy,’
childbirth, caring for and educating her offspring, as well as promoting the
father-child bond. He specifically refutes the idea that women might not
devote their entire lives to childbirth and maternal care, calling it “a poor
sort of logic to quote isolated exceptions against laws so firmly established”
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and rejecting the particular in the face of general laws (p. 325). Even when
not actively engaged in childbearing, women are subject to the ‘general
laws of nature” that determine how they behave,”a woman’s business to
be a mother”. And even if we ‘assume’,”’long intervals ...between the
periods of pregnancy” this primary ‘business’ still governs a woman’s
“functions’ (p. 325). This is for this reason, “the search for abstract and
speculative truths, for principles and axioms in science, for all that tends
to wide generalisation, is beyond a woman’s grasp” and “woman observes,
man reasons” (p. 349).

In the third chapter of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman,
Wollstonecraft openly addresses Rousseau’s assertion. This chapter’s
introduction focuses on ‘bodily strength’. She adds this to her
comment:”bodily strength seems to give man a natural superiority over
woman; and this is the only solid basis on which the superiority of the sex
can be built” after she has insisted that “not only the virtue but the
knowledge of the two sexes should be the same in nature, if not in degree”
(A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, p. 44). In case the reader missed
the point, she fully reproduces Rousseau’s description of “the proper
province of women,” excluding “abstract and speculative truths,” in a
footnote (p. 44).

Wollstonecraft primarily references Catherine Macaulay’s Letters on
Education in her response to this collection of thoughts. Macaulay contains
“a power of generalising and combining its ideas, in such a manner as to
apprehend truths of the most abstract kind” as an essential faculty in “the
economy of the human mind” (p. 382-3). Wollstonecraftsays that the “notion
of a positive inferiority in the intellectual powers of the female mind”as a
‘prejudice’ in a defense of gender-based education that uses distinction (p.
48). Rousseau is one of “the most strenuous asserters of a sexual difference
in character,” according to Macaulay, and her debate in Emile is specifically
focused on refuting Rousseau’s concept of feminine nature (p. 205).
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In a conversation which highlights”much false speculation on the
natural qualities of the female mind” Macaulay speaks against the “doctrine
of innate ideas, and innate affections” as having been “in a great measure
exploded by the learned” (p.203). She continues by citing the persistence
ofbias, which portrays the female intellect as inferior, as an illustration of
how uncommon it is for any mind to be free from prejudice,”’reason so
closely, and so accurately on abstract subjects as, through a long chain of
deductions, to bring forth a conclusion which in no respect militates with
their premises”. Macaulay’s argument demonstrates his capacity for
“reason ...on abstract subjects” (p. 203). Here Wollstonecraft finds
Macaulay as “an example of intellectual acquirements supposed to be
incompatible with the weakness of her sex.” Macaulay’s ‘style of writing’
is applauded as one in which ‘no sex appears’ (A Vindication of the Rights
of Woman, p. 118). When Wollstonecraft reconsiders her earlier review of
Macaulay, in which she had characterised her as ‘active, reasoned, and
virtuous,” she starts to shift away from a straightforward invocation of
‘masculine’ to designate a positive, energetic, and virtue-driven
viewpoint,”’a masculine and fervid writer”’(Analytical Review,p.309). Here,
she asserts that using the term ‘masculine’ to describe a collection of
concepts, such as sound comprehension, discernment, profound thought,
penetration, understanding, sober vigour, argumentative closeness,
sympathy, and goodness, reinforces the masculine sex’s “arrogant
assumption of reason” (A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, p. 118-9).

We are trying to make multiple attempts in this conversation. We are
mostly been presenting a technique to read one of Wollstonecraft’s more
developed writings that, if successful, might save it from extinction. In this
debate, we have accounted for its position as the result of our attempts to
explain some of the causes for its relative absence from Wollstonecraft
studies,”the least interesting and important of Mary’s works”.

Wollstonecraft’s experience as a mother may be used to partially explain
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the style of An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution. We
have run into a more general problem about what we do when we read as
feminists and what we do when we read the works of women in the past,

especially in the case of someone like Mary Wollstonecraft.

Our concern regarding the practise of reading Wollstonecraft as a
feminist — by which we mean both what takes place when we approach her
as feminist readers and what occurs when we are engaged in a claim for her
feminism—was sparked by our uneasiness with the essentialist
implications of this argument. Our discussion of the An Historical and
Moral View of the French Revolution focuses on the places where it records
feminine concerns as corporealism rather than just as historical oddities
open to theorising. Thisis a claim to resituating femininity as an embodiment
of the woman writer, or, more precisely, as the shadow cast by the writing
subject in the act of realising her embodiment. It is not a return to anatomy
as destiny. An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution is
transformed into a rich and insightful artifact for the study of women’s
historical writing in this setting, rather than a book doomed to collect dust
on a bookcase.
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